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| J Io the right Honourable 
Sir Fraunceſſe Knowles Knight, 8 S | 
Treaſurer of the Queenes W be c- it 


-w . 


holde, and of her Higneſlethoft hp, 4 


V N 
14 
* 


nourable priuie Councell. &c. 
BORON bl} \WOUU STUNT, hy 
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n 7 heb bene He eure of 

| 1&#\(6/ e lorqurable)rol 

F 
eben they thinke) or Knonr 


: 
: 


t 

mo : them ſelije ar from tent 
ofoffendin either ood lo be ich | 
tie King of Perſia , for hisfreendlic accep- 
ting a ſmall gitr,cſteeming thegood vill a 
the giuer : or elſe by comparing their ande. 
uout, by the example of ſome graue Philo 
ſopher. I doo not ſo A 2 ypte. 
ſumption in to ſortes committed, the one 
to your Honour, the othet tothe honoura- 1 
ble and reuerend Father in God, my Lorde | 
Bifhop of Nor witch, that now is hceing the 
Tranllajar of this Booke,and auge 
| cated the ſame to rhe Queenes molt. excel 
lent Maicſtic , becing called, An Introducti. 


onto the looue of Cod, and ſo itrmaic rig 
z 
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po 
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Au, ns Fyittle Dellicitorie. " 
71 well be Called: My preſuiptis rc to PE 
our 5, in preſsing 1 your name in print, be- 
fore I knew your Honours plcaſure therin, 
for which, moſt hũbly I craue your honors 
5 Ae My preſumprion to his 2 — 
i, in takin vpon 85 to altet tie 
a o0excellentandÞp 106 Nee 
but I hope to haut His al 2 85 
*uourfor the kane when he ſhal vnde 
The cauſe of! my fo doing, conſiderin = 
profe is e ke profiteUfthe 
Readers. and my init rudtr inſtavnt to che 
plea füte pf tlie Keaders, ft fo! Acccumpt 
| ic, Hing tbrreini (owed the ahi leof 
divers of erinded; which Haue nit 
| into Fngplithic takter many Bookes 155 
| the Bib! be being! facted is oor 
ther p ithir i ; beeing pro FL ales 
dad Hboria et ro 900d py 
well appeitejli by their wo "Nh, 
meant them: the parties with Si 
phlettes as impettinerſt to my purpſe,F 05 
mitte to repeate· But as his Lordchippe d did 


Make her Maieſty patroneſſe ofthe __ ; 
| 9 


90 serie | 
* Ide Ex 52 #7.1/#14 14/3; 1,44 
ſolthou 


0 ght it my dactic,, to make, your 
Honour Patrone ot the Mieter: aſſuripg 
your Honour not to haue committed any 
error therein, my preſumption onehe x- 
cepted, not haue not altted the ſence of the 
matter, more then the nature ot the meter 
muſt of neceſsitie compell me. The cauſes 
mouing me to ſollicite your Honour with 
this Introduction to the loaue of God, was for 
that I haue beholden the ſame moſt boun- 
tifullie beſtowed , not onelie in your Ho- 
nours owneperſon , but alſo in your Ho- 
nours bothe honourable and V Vorſhipful 
oft-ſpring and poſteritie, in your one per- 
ſon, the feate and looue of God with ſeue-„ 
ritie in Iuſtice (according to your Honours 
calling) and preciſe rule, and lawes of God, 
which I my ſelfe haue not onelie beholden, 
but alſo beene beholden vnto. In yout Ho- 
nours off· ſpring, that vertuous, Noble, and 
towardlie young Gentleman, the Earle of 
Eſex, dooth ſhewe him ſelſe a liuelie graffe 
and goodlie member of ſo good a Grandfa- 
ther, which together with your Honour, 1 
A. iii. beſecch 
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| Hl Jie Fb Deadteatorie... 
beleeche God long to bleſſe and continew, 


ho he onelie maie ſetue to confirme the looue 
b of God towardes your Honour: althougli 

tris gracious bleſsings be apparatintliemul- 
tiplied in the reſt your Honors, borkie good 
and godlie C hildien, For the continuance 
2 whereof, | ſhall not ceaſe to beſeeche al- 


6 mighric God,to ſend your Honout 
5 long and benenzble life, in this 
A - tC, burafter the ſame ended, 
PEI wo eternal happineſſe, f 
d 
the life to come. 
Amen. 


= Your Fmt moſt zumble 


and duetifull bounden, , Robert | 
_ Fletcher, 


Ty "#4 AUCUSTIN 


riltian 
Taste 


Hatſoeuer hath been writ- 
ten befo2e time, was wꝛit⸗ 
Ilten fo; our learning, that 

we through patience t com- 
GAS 21] fo2t of the ſcriptures, might 
haue hope. Among which (right courteous 
Readers) J may inſert this pꝛeſent Pam / 
Iphlet, beeing traſlafed by my Loꝛd Biſhop 
| Norwich , to the benefite of our co2po- 


Irall bodyes, and comfoꝛt of our ſoules, ac⸗ 
toumpted amongſt the wozkes of D. Au- 
guſtine, and no leſſe commended by that fa- 
mous and learned Father of godly memo⸗ 
rie, Eraſmus of Rotardam, to taſte of god 
learning: which to peruſe, J referre pou to 
the Pzeface in the Pꝛoſe, wꝛitten to the 
Reader, by that honourable and godly Bi⸗ 
ſhop, who tranflafed the ſame, naming it, 
An Introduction to the looue of God, Des 
claring thereby the lone he beareth vnto 
his Paince 4 Soueraigne Lady, to whom 
pe Dedicated the ſame:as alſo the god wil 
| 0 comfozt inthe lone and mercie of God, 
3 louing ncighbours, and countrepmen, 
following! p example of a true Sh&epheard 
and 


o the} eader.: : 


and faitbfull Paſtours, in penning this 
ſo pꝛofitable a Dilcourfs, which diſtingui⸗ 
ſheth vnto you by equal poꝛtions, the gras 


demption, by God the Father, thꝛough the 
merites and fre grace of Chzilte Jeſus 
our Lozde , Which great mercies pou 
mape beholde in this lyttle Woke , enen 
as if in a glaſſe your were diſpoſed to take 
vie we of your countenaunte ſhape, and 
bodilie pꝛopoꝛtion, but much moꝛe fo your 
pꝛofite, foꝛ that the one is pꝛeſentlie foz- 
gotten, the other remapneth permanent 
fo2 euer, if it be ſought in ſingleneſſe of 
eyc;and ſimplititie of harte. 

Wlhich wozthy wozke , accozding fo 
my fkillefſe capacitie, I haue turned info 
Engliſhe Peter , not thereby fo derogate 
the P2oſe,o2 to arogate the pꝛapſe thereof 
in any part to my lelfe,fo2 fo might J iuſt⸗ 
lie be condempned of pꝛeſumption, and ar⸗ 
rogant follie: but he which knewethy the 
ſecret of all hearts, knoweth alſo how far 
J am from ſ&king vaingloꝛie thereby: ons 
lie this moued me therevnto, the p2ofite 
that J fawe contained in the Pꝛoſe, which 
A hope will be no leffe pleaſant in the Be- 


fer, 


tious beneſites at dur creation, pꝛeſerua⸗ 
tion, ſanctification. — «and re⸗ 
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To che Reader. 


fer, bring plaine, and not much alienated 
from the fozmer ſence , J hauing ſo god a 
theame, thought god to meditate therein, 
following the example of theſe godly min⸗ 
ded, with whome J will make no compa⸗ 
riſon, but onelie fo2 endeuour, which haue 
turned many Bakes of the olde Teſtamẽt 
into Engliſhe meter. as y Pſalmes of Das 
uid, the life of Band the ſecõd 
bake of Kings, the fine bokes of Moſes, the 
Pꝛouerbes of Salomon, and diuers other, 
as well Canonicall, as Piſkoztcall : accozs 
ding to that ſaying of the Apoſtle Iames, If 
any be afflicted, let him pray, if merric 
let him ſing Plalmes . ®o be that is diſpo⸗ 
ſed fo pꝛofit in the pꝛoſe, it is an excellent 
meditatið, if to pleaſure, in the meter, it is 
pꝛeſent fo2 him that feareth God. Moꝛeo⸗ 
uer,J know Þ meter is moꝛe acceptable to 
ſome then p2oſe,+ may with leſſe capacitie 
be cõpꝛehended, as of childꝛen, poũg men e 
maides, #c. which moned me allo to take 
this paines therein, and the rather to ſup⸗ 
pꝛeſſe that huge heape, t ſuperfiuons rable 
of balde Ballads, Rimes t Ridles; Songs 
© Donnets, yea,and whole volumes of va⸗ 
nity, which tend to the nonrifhing of vice, 
on cozrupting of Pouth, which be not 
wzit, 
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o the Reader. 
wꝛitten foꝛ our learning , but foꝛ the tons: | C 
fuſton of thoſe that delight therin, to teach 
bnlawfull tuft, and outragious ribauldzy, 
and fo trapne vp in the topes of vanitte,. 
| the vaine , fickle , and fantaſticall-youth, 
/ vea,and ſome aged, whoſe modeſtie ought 
„ to be aſhamed of ſuch immoderate follie. 
It is not long ſince J happened to ſpeake 
with a nod freend of mine, concerning the 
Pꝛinting of this Boke in meter: truely 
(ſayth he) it is wozthy the publiſhing in 
Pꝛint, but Bonkes of vanitie be better ſold 
| twentie to one, which is lamentable, that 
| banitie ſhould be p2eferred , and Uertue 
ſupplanted,o2 at the leaſt, verie much (ups 
2eſſed, Is that the fruites of our pꝛofeſli⸗ 
on (ſapde J) that haue enioped the cleare 
light of the Goſpell,now full th:& t; twen- 
tie yeeres ? No(ſayth he) God be thanked, 
many haue, do recepue the glad tydinges 
of the Goſpell, with reuerence and feare: 
but there commeth vp fo many fine heads; 
ne wlie pulliſhed fo2 the purpoſe, that p20» 
feſle Poefrie, and commit paltries , foꝛ he 
that can eyther ꝛoſe oꝛ Rime wyll be in 
pꝛint, if his Pen can but blotte foꝛth a 
Bable, it ſhall be a Ballad, with Finis, gc. 
at the ende. They be all Chaucers and 
2 | Gowers, 


».X —— my. 
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O the Reader, 


#: | Gowers,Lidgates, and Bocafes, and he is 

fa fole that is not fine Skeltons fo2 cun⸗ 
| ning 2 theſe wzite wonders,newes neuer 
ſene befoze, no, noꝛ neuer heard ok, but at 
Billings gate, oꝛ in Graueſende Karge. 
would to God, theſe wittie writers would 
take paines in penning pꝛofitable Pam⸗ 
phlets, epther godlie editations, oꝛ god 
Papers, whether in P2oſe oz in Uerſe, 
that the pꝛactiſe of Poperie, which was 
wunt to be publiſhed in Fables, fa delude 
the ſimple ignoꝛant and vnlearned, might 
be aboliſhed, with their maiſter the Pope, 
and newe matters, pzofeſſing Faith and 
Religion, publiſhed in place thereof , A 
ſpeake not of any the commendable wozks 
of many woꝛthy wittes, ſet fozth of late 
by diuers Moꝛſhipfull Gentlemen, god 
Schollers, and well experimented Poets, 
which containe bothe pleaſure and p2ofite: 
but of thoſe which in derde, their wozkes 
\mell not ſo much as of an honeſt minde, 
but willmake a mans eares ake fo heare 
them ,.and his face bluſhe to reade them: 
and becauſe they abounde, Jam balde fo 
bewzate my minde of them, "wiſhing you 


þ.. 


that ſhall reade this my ſimple ——_ 
n 


0 HIC Reader. 


in ſo wozthy a wozke, to efteme the mat, 
ter as it is, and the meter as it ſhall pleaſe 
vou, and bothe ſo, as God may be glozified, 
and vou certified of his intire lone, if 

| ; ſoyonlone-him, as hireinls er 
- piieſſed. Wow 


vou foz euer. Amen. 


Vours, euer in Chrif, 


e Fletcher. 
— GE 88 82 
888 
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| Reader. Poul % ; 1 
— 121 yy dern 5 | 4 
nods v0; £0 co 20 lr E. 
F thou wilt learne, thy Wes e Lotd to loo h 
And fe how to pray e h Holie name: 
eere n yſt chou ſee. his mertie dooth thee mooue | 
That tu of duetic, ought to doo the ſamic, | | 


hen reade this Bookexndtheitin ſhaletbou find | 
weete remedies to caſe thy careful: minde. 


It ſhewes thee howe,thy God did 3 thee a. 
vea, long before, thou didſt begin to bee: 


It b s thee howe,for ied — waſt 1 
eighth r ee. | 

T c — in wer Gods, but thine RE all 4. gaincy 

The * chiti * his the qc 
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- Tho. Lee, to the Reader. 


F thou deſire thy God fo lone , 

And would the cauſes vnderſtand: 
If ſhall — god — 338 
. The way to heauen it will the teach, 
And how to ſhun the paines of hell: 
"It to thy ſoule,pure thingesdath rig 
- Peruſe,andcmmitate it well. * 


. | FINIS, it The, Lee. 
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T. Proſei is to our profite . 

From godlie learned sul . 

The Meter 1 i ſelfe c mend 

For he that hath good will. 

'* Dooth reade them boche he profite ſhall, 

And pleaſure eke attaine: 

Buic bothe the Bookes,the price but ſmall, 
much greater 15 thy gaine, Th 


= 
g 
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234 


e Proſe, the power of God diſplayes, 
and thy redemption free: 
he Meter euen, in minde bewrayes, 


Like comfort vnto thee . 
brace them bothe,thanke God therfore, 


Eſteeme thy grace enioyde: 
jiue thanłces to them, to ſalue thy fore, 


That haue their paines imployde. 


FINIS. 7s. Breifilae. 


* 4 An 7 roduBlion 40 the loue 
of God. 


That the laue of God and t Neighbor, _- 
cannot he ſeperated, firſt {bapter, 


chaſe vs the eo 
of lap in 3 


The one we cannot : 

the other we cannot erpell, 
Except the meanes we marke and Eno, 
to Gere wont and chuſe the beft : 

p pzaper to ne uent, 
in faych co purchaſe endlelle reſt. 
Let vs with willingneſle therekoze, 

the wozbes of the Apoſtle way 1 
The difference berwerne thels oe, | $ 
be doth in ozver thus bewzay. | 
The hart of man cannot conceaue, . 
the eye of man hath neuer ſeene : i 
The Eare ofman did nener heare, | 


See 14 


ö 


| 1 


1 An Introduction 
that in his feare their lines dw leade: 
Thele iopes cxp2elled they poſleſle, 
that ſerue the Lo2d in wo2d and derde. 
Loe, now beholde the pꝛeſent place, 


in which th Apoſtle doth aflure: 
Us of the laſting laue of GG M 


. fo2 laneconſiſteth 5 
. Th Apoſtle Paule pꝛoceedes againe, 
1 perſwading lone,and thus doth lay: 
Foz totonfirme yon in the ſame, ' 
I ſhewe a mo2e extellent wax. 
The which ſhall ſafelie you conduck⸗ 
and leade vnto that heauenly plate: 
Thich only is pꝛeparde foz thole, © 
whom God doth gonerne with 


* to the looue of God. 
But who is in this way, oz who 


doth knowe the even be, 
That firſt doth loue the Lo2d his God, 
and nert his neighbour by degree. 
Then loue our God moze then our ſelues, 
and as our ſelues, our neighbours then: 
Accozding vnto this our God, 
we rather muſt. obay then men. 
And that is done when we pzefer , 
bis pleaſure and commaundementes: 
Befoze dur willes which be pernerſe, 
as all our councelles and intents. 
But pet our neighbours we are not, 
tommaunded foz tolone them moze: 
But as our ſelues, that is fo wiſhe, 
as to our ſelues is ſayd befoze , 
that enerlaſting doth remaine : 
That we with them, and they with vs, 
map at the length the ſame obtaine. 
Them to aſſiſf,and helpe likewiſe, 
with bodilie and ghoſtlie fods: . 
As reaſon andhabillitie , 
.\(requireth)ſo to do them god. 


And as the Goſpell doth yon giue, 
| fo vnderſtand euen ſofo do: 


To other men, as vou would wiſhe, 
93 
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An Introduction 


. Fun foſaythTobn, let vs not loue 
neycher in tongue noz pet in woꝛde: 1 

But cuen in truch and veritte, mn eg 

A that lone is liked ofthe Loꝛde. 
But now where are thoſe iiahbor#s hatin 

we ought to loue, ſoꝛſdoth euen all: 

Both Chziltian,Peathen,Yews a friends, 
3 and choſe which Enimies we call. 


— 


| | 


. 4 4 1 
| ++ 
b 


5 ne how, Gas 1 be i. 
* Cap. s. 


| Hate dur ſoules healch conſifteth by 10 K 
| the loue of God, let vs pzouive _ .. 
To way che caule with diligence, , 
when, why, and how, out life is tride, 
Butt to exite and to increaſe 3 
the loue of God in vs koz ape: E 
To nouriſhe it not greater foꝛce | 
then on his pꝛouidence to ſtay. 
Vemembering bis beneſites, | 
N which he voth heape vpoa vs ſtill: J 
That in the view thereof our ſoules, 
doe faint as though out liues would ju 
N Foz in this caſe we cannot be 
n ſo able as we woulvveſire : d c * 
To yielde him thankes fo; all bis gibt, 5 
e and ſeruice voth require. 1 


7 
1 


to the loue of God, 


Het muff we doe what may be done, 
what reſteth in the power of man: 
So many thankes to render him, 
as we by nature render can. 
And (ee wherefoze :'fo2 benefites 
which we by merites might not haue: 
Dc hath beſtowed aboundantly, 
that by decerte we could not craue, 
Intirely he of vs therefoze, | 
is ts be loued with true intent: 
But how, and in what ſozt, ſoꝛſootß 
enenkeepe his ſtraight commaundeinent, 
Siue eare thereloze O man to chat, 
| | which greateſt is of others cheele, 
In memoꝛp impꝛint the lame, 
Day. night and houre it pieldes releefe, 
And this commanndement it is, 
Loue God the Low wich ali thy hart, 
Vith all thy ſoule with all thy might, 
Witch all thy minde, as his deſerte. 
Mith all thy memoꝛy and thoughts, | 
With all thy (kill and knowledge eke: 
; Yield vnto him obedience due: 
with bumble bart and minde molt meeke, 
by Yet peraduenture thou wilt thinke, 
alas bis loue to me is light : 
=] Therefoze J will not be aftayde, , 
„ foaunfwere him with ee. 
n 30 Starche 


An Introduction 


Searche all thy thoughts & haue in minde, 
what be ere this hath doone foz the: : 
And whathereafter pzomiff1s, 
: to be beſtowed in like degree. | 
5 1 Then ſhalt thou finde how much thou art, 
2 vnto him bound, beyond thy might: 
Pea and beyond all meaſare eke, 
if thou regarde his grace aright. 
But to the end the loue of God, 
may quickned and augmented be: 
Watghe and conſider well the cauſe, 
and [otte him moꝛe aboundantlie. 
- Whom, why,and to what end, mankinds 
was firſt created, and what things 
God made foz th*vſe and eaſe of man, 
theſe vnto him, thy ſences bzings. 
Whether they heauenly were o not. 
viſible 02 terreſtriall, 
Inuiſtble o2 in what ſoꝛzte, ; 
fill his mercy did them call. | 
Dur fpꝛſt creatoꝛ Loꝛd and God, , 
one God and eke one Loꝛd alone: 
M hole godnes of ſuch greatnes is, 
that he doth bleſſe vs enery one. 
ir Ok which his bleſſings he doth bid, 
{a we on our partners ſome ne f 
; It cannot be diminiſhed, -- 7 ys 
but doth increaſe and onerflow,” 25 : 


1 "MM 
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to the looue of God. 


| That guvyestherfoze which hin kik. 73 
is he to others would extend: 107 
Onelp of his fres gadneſſe, f: 
neceſſitie may not conte. 
Becauſe vnto thy godneffe chefe, e 
it appertaines, and els to none: WT 
he p2ofitable is alone. 
Pan of himlelfe vnable is, 
partaker of his bliſſe to be: 
But by the vnderſfanding of 
his mercy,perfec made is he: 
Che moꝛe that be doth underſfand. 
the moze in grace he dooth abound:: 
The leſſe that he doth vnderſtand, 
fo2 that he is moze guilty found. 
God made a reaſonable man, 
that he the che&fe might vnderſtand: 
Ok godneſfe which th/immoztall God,” 
had framed with his mighty hand. 

By vnderſtanding he might looue, 
and louing might the ſame _ 
And ſo poſſeſſing it might haue, 
vnto his p2ofit nothing leſſe. 
The creature he diſtinguiſhed, : - 
that parte moſte purely might remajne 
—-* | Unto himſelle and nothbeiopnde,]: - 
bows humaine hope: — 

uy, 


k a 
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An Introduction 
without a body — 
: 
The other is the ſoule ofman, 
that with the body doth indure. 
The reaſonable creature is, 
deumed thus as here pou lee : 
Into the thing which it hath not. 
And whith it hath, foz both theſe be 
That which no body hath is calde 
an Angell as the woꝛd we ſcan: 
That which a body doth poſſeſſe, 
we know doth repꝛeſent a man. 
He doth conſiſt of fleſh and blood, 
bis micchttemaker to extoll. 
Tho by his power div him 
in ſhape with reaſonable ſoule. 
The cheefeſ cauſe Gods ccoodneſle is, 
by which both men and aungels were? 
Mith reaſon and with grace indewed, 
Herein is goodneſſe doth appeare. ; 
So inas much as Govis good, 
ſo are we bp his power viuine 2 


compact, 


Foz — 1 


that from his grace doe not decline. 
And to this enn createn were, 
theſe teaſanable creatures then: 


N thett Son and him to ſerue. 


| 


SUS VLLANG 


to the lone of God. 


And by the ſame we do poſſeſſe 
all pofice to che creature: 
with ſoueraigne bountie perlite pure. 
De neither is deminiſhedd 
no2 neede encreaſe, her is all one 

A Creatoz; the pꝛoſite ia 

the creattre his owne alone: 
Ther foꝛe to them that will demaunde 
why to what end were creatures made: 
A p2ofycable reaſon ftraight 
is here ſet downe them toper 
The goodnes ol the Creatoz, 
fo2 pꝛotyt ofthe creature: 
So that he laue the Loꝛd his God 

and in his ſerutce ſtil indurt. 


Finis 2. Cap. 


CT be cauſe of the creationof Aungels many 4 [ 
andall aber n. 4. cb. Fr 14 


Boot men and angels arechertoze 9 
ſaid to be made fs2 God aboue. cꝛcalie 1 
But not becauſe he needeth chem. | I: | 
but fozbecaufe hee doth chem loue. 
He needech not the ſeruice haue 
of Angels ox the ſounes al men. 
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All thinges are ours th*Apoltie ſapth, 


* y"_ 
An Introduction 


he hath no want or woꝛldlie godes, 
but that thepboth might vls him(wham) 
Che ſeruannt p2ofite doth receyue , 
not he to the ſeruice due: 
Is done him, hath no nede thereof, 
all textes in Scripture pꝛoue it true. 


As fo2 him ſelle, the Loꝛd made man, 


the wozld fo2 man he made alſo; 
That if might ſerue at all aſſayes, 
the vſe of man in wealth to flow, 
Where being placed in ſach ſtate, 
and high degree as wiſhe hee could: 
Bothe that he might be ſeraant there, 
and ſerue his God as reaſon would. 
Chat all the godneſſe might redound, 
vnto him ſelfe'of that he ſought: 
The ſeruice of the Loꝛd his God, 
which he to paſſe in him hath bought, 
That man might holpen be thereby , 
fo ſerue the Loꝛd in godlie trade: 
Bothe in the thing foz him oꝛdaind, 
as fo2 the thing that man was made. 


abous 02 equall,howe they bee: - 
Inferiour, oꝛ in hat ſoꝛt elſe, + 
all thinges in highe oꝛ lowe degree, 
A bighe compariſon he makes, 

fo; to perĩwade vs to the lame: 


& Aw 1e 


tothe A of God. 


God in Trinifie,fapth he, 
and Unitie in one fo frame. 
Lhe equall thinges with vs are ours, 
in one conſent with them t'agree: 
1s Angels at this pꝛeſent, though 
farre diſtant from our ſightes they bee. 
Jn time ſhall be our equall mates, | 
where time in time. no ende ſhall haue: 
That wo2thy we may be thereof, 

Lozd foꝛ thy mercie graunt we crane. 
The thinges inferiour eke are ours, 

and ſfand vs in moſt happy ſteede: 
as neceſſarie inſtrumentes, 

to ſerue our turne in time of nede, 
As thinges perfaining fo a Loꝛzd, 

o2 Maiſter of an earthly man: 
Pay be his ſeruants-pozcionlike, 

not robbing his ſayde aiſter than, 1 
But pertinent by tytle due, t; 
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mY 


to ſerue the bſe of ſeruant his: 
- Beereby the Paiſter hach no wong, 
the ſeruant hath not done amis. 
In ſundꝛie ſoꝛtes the Scriptures ſape, 
that Angels foz our lakes be ſent CES 
To ſerue and to adminiffer, , 
to vs by Gods cdmaundement. 4 „ | | 
bb Apoll hath theſe wozves likewiſe if | 
| | aretheynotminifiring Dpirifes:calide: 1F] 
As | © Sent 


if 
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An introduction 
Sent foz their ſakes that fear the lozd, -- 
that they in ſinne ſhoyldnot be thialv. . 
Beleeue the ſame, and let ttnot 1 
incredible ſeeme vnto you 
That he which laing ol angels is, 
vs foz to ſaue thought good to lew. 
Co ſaue and not be ſaued he came, 
to dye faz our redemptions all 
He gaue his life ſoꝛ many ſoules | 
them to reveeme from endles chal: 
The angeUs ente are ſaide foz vs, 
to offer vowes and ayers pure 
Untco the ſeate ofmighty Jone 
therbyour pardons to procure: 
But not becauſe they do infkruct 


” ſeth 02 teach the lozdour deepe deſires . 


1 Befoze that wee do crimes commit 


Foꝛ he himſelfe doth know our thoughtes 
to ſbew the ſame thers none aſpires 


and afterward to him is knowen; 
Our fond imaginations al 
our ſelues befoze his face haue ſhowen: 
And they do waite to vnderſtand 
bis will and what his pleaſure is 
And do to vs the ſame conuay 

tokeepe vs leaſt we walke amiſſe. 


And fo2 this cauſe the aungel ſayd | 


"_" to the loue of God, 
IIA ollred vp the ſame ta G 
. who ſent pou ayde without velay -- 
1 — 10 
I tanke nat in hande our God to teache 
| -As if that ignoꝛaunt he were 
what at his handes wee beſeech 
But man muſt ot neceſſitxe 
commit his cauſes tempozal . 
Unto theternall verify, , | „ 
who tan redeeme him out of aa | 14 
Whether he do deſire the thing G 15 
he could by bis indeuour haue jd 
Oz by conſenting to che will X 
of God, ann fo the thing do craue- - 
From thabitaciou ot the heauens - - 
our {oueraigne Loꝛd doth angels ſend 
Euen downe ta vs, and fo2 our ſakes 
his heanenly pleaſure to attend: 
To viſite and to help vs eke, 
foz Gov, fo2 vs, and foz themlelues, 


| Fo? him becauſe moſt meece it is 
they wayte vpon no creature elſe, 
But to reueale his laſting loue 
the bowels ol his mercy great 
compaſſiou both 
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— 
ta imitate his mercy ſeate 
Foz vs becauſe that we in them 


— — 


2 


Ky 
—— 
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And reuerentlie they do admire 
bis power, the which ſuch likeneſſe gaue 

chew Now foz themſelues, becauſe that with 
Ts, deſtre, and feruent longing they: : 
4 Do wayfe our comming from this wozld 
Fi with them in bliſte to line fo2 ape. 
4 Finis. 23Cap. 


COf the loome of Cod toward vs. 4. Cap. 


T Vis therefoze is moſt nerdetull nowe, 
| and neceſſarie to ethe man: | 

| That he conſider with him ſelfe , © - 
and eke inſencrall ſozt to can. 
When bis owne wozthineſſe is wapde, 
. and dignitie, he do not take | 
9 It from his mightie creatour, 

2 which him of nothing thus did make. 
* Lone him abone all carthlie thinges, 
2 1reebr degree : 
Eſteeme not equa his might. 
thoſe thinges th that bs inferio2s ber. 

4 That follie were it fo compare, T 
1 the things that beautifallef be:: 

; With thoſe that vile in ſight dw teme, 
* which ſerue in fowle and baſe degree? 

. Foꝛ ſure it is no ſæmelie igt, 
: where beautie is but counterfeit: 


and pet beholve he bath ber ene, 


© eo the 18. 
„ it with thefapzelt ard 
fo beautis with the ſame to ſet. 


| WY. 
a But ifthy ſight be duſke and dull, 1 
oꝛ darkned by thy negligence: | 
That thoaTthy ſeife canſt riot beholde , - 
thou daft commnt a fowle offence , 
Peat at the lealk let others mdge, 
and do thon holde their mdgements true: 
What eſtimation thou art of, 

when they with clearer ſight thee view, 
{Thou haſt a @þowſe of beautie ſuch, 
his bountp,fanour and his graces 
Such Maieſtir, and Sertie great, N 
that eee neuor fi hs Tac | 


if not, he wbuldnot laue thee ſo; - 
Dis riffs may make thee grauuit this lame, 
| — — 2 | 
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So ſinguler..ſcomely fam. 
as neucr ſer the lxyhe thau wall 
And pet onamoredis of cher ln 120 
ſo much thy beauty doch appeare > | 
avoneall creatures that de made 
2 — gens 
bis bes 8 
This beauty pet — : 
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Not onely in contemning theſt 
his louing graces to these lent 2: 
But ſeruile ta chx ſenſunli lum 
a8 chou volt gene conſent mY 
But owyſoule cake herd ot this ' | - © - 
and do not fothoughable thou 


Augustine 
to the loue of God. 
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-— With zeale and with affection great, 
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| | 17 lithin the wozld, fo: thy wealth, 


thy minde from him not to remmue. 
Vis gift right noble is and great, 


Which do receiue them at their hand: 
as with his Paieß ie may and, 
A wiſe man fo2 a trifle wyll 
not giue a riche reward we ſe: 
But none can nine ſo great a gift, 
as thy god God hath giuen to ther. 


Vet greater is the gift which he, 


in ther doth loue, thy ſelfe t aſſure: 
And ehe mnch grrater will he giue, 
_- thou thy faith to him indure. 
But O my ſoule, what are theſe gifts: 
Examine, loke, the world beholde: 
Jf euery thing therein containde. 
To ſerue thy turne be not controlde. 
Behold how euery creature doth, 
to ſerue thy turne his courſe direct; 
Thy pofit to ſupply,and fo: 
thy wealth to vſe as thy ſubiect. 
Foz to accompliſh thy delight, 
conunodities do all abound: 


o2 that which in thy ſelfe is found, 


2 The Heanens, the earth,the aire,the Sea. 


; and all that is containde therein; 


C.t, 


great me giue great rewards we know! 


Ceaſe 
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An Introduction 
Coaf not to accompliſh thy deſire, 
Unto thy God thy ſelle to win: 
The ſeaſons and the times likewiſe, 
the reuolucions of the peare: 
The ſwete reniving ſpꝛing, which doth 
of humoꝛs dꝛie thy vodp cleare, 
Thy ruines it doth freſh repaire, 
it doth reſtoꝛe thy ſtate decayde: 
Euen with continuall ſuſteraunce, 
to ſerue thy turne, as here is ſayd, 
Tho dtd fo2 the theſe things oꝛdaine, 
o2 who pꝛeſcribed nature this: ä 
Uhoſe whole reuenue 1s referu'd, 
ther to mainetaine leaſt ought thou mis, 
Theſe benefits thon dot receiue, 
the Authoz is to the vnknowne: 
Thou of the giner taketh gikts, 
which heeretofo2e were not thine owne, 
Theſe gifts therefoꝛe, muſt vs perſwade, 
which do declare who loucs bs well: 
And who is to be lou'd againe, 
theſe ſweeke rewards vnto vs fell. 
And what great folly is it then, 
him not to lone that loues vs ſo: 
Euen one lo mighty woꝛthp loue, 
and but in him, to loae no mo. 
It any woꝛldlp thing thou lone, 
that vnder heauen is containde; 


N 


St. zugus ti! 0 


to che loue of God. 


As thine inferiours loue the ſame, 

and as thy woꝛldly ſeruaunts gainde: 
Oz as the tokens of thy Spoluſt, 

o2 benefits beſtowed on thee, A 
From faithfull friend, oꝛ from thy Lozd, 

that hath this rare reſpec to thee:: 
Acknowledging how much thou art, 

bound him to louc,not foꝛ the ſame: 
Not with him ſelſe but fo2 him ſelfe, 

and by him ſelfe thy lone to frame. 
Pea finallpaboue them all, | 

botheloue and honoꝛ to him giue: 
That by his power did make them all, 
and gnue them the, where with to liue. 


FINIS. 4. Cap. 


dor the 4 Cod, 
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As Nd d now beware my ſoule that thou 
bꝛeake not thy faith as God foꝛbid⸗ 
Faz theſc his gracious benefits, | 
which thus beſtowe on the he did. 
Abona the giuer do not loue, 
the gifts which are beffowed on ther 
Firſt loue the giuer then the gifts, 


with zealous loug in god degrer. 
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Pet 
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An Introduction 
Vet ſhalt thou greatly him iniure, 
in ſo receauing of him ſtill 
His gifts, and neuer foz the ſame, 
peelde recompence fo2 his godwill, 
Eyther refuſe his gifts therefoze, 
oꝛ if thou like not ſo to do: 
Peeld loue fo2 loue in meaſure due: 
tis all the paines he puts the tw, 
So that thou lone him fo2 him ſelfe, 
and lone thy ſelfe fo2 him alſo: 
But in ſuch ſoꝛt thy ſelfc fo2 him, 
as that no hatred paſſe him froe 
To the: but loue him foꝛ the gifts, 
that be in loue left fo2 thine. vie: 
So lone thy (elfe fo2 him Itkewiſe, 
fo: in this lonc is no abuſe. 
This lœue, is holy,pure and chaſte, 
diſhonefty,no2 filthy ſtaine: 
No? tranſito2y topes of crime, 
within this loue,doth once remaine. 
Conſider therefoꝛe, O my ſoule, 
what things thou halt receiued now: 
Euen pꝛoper to thy ſeife though ſome, 
like grace entop aſwell as thou. 
In all theſe things which God thee gaue, 
that common oꝛ eſpeciall bez . - 
D2 pꝛoper to thy ſelfe alone, 
oz howſocuer in degres, 


Intirel 


. gurus bine — 
to the loue of God, 


Intirelp loue thy ſelfe with them, 

foꝛ loke how much thou art pꝛeferd: 
By theſe his pꝛecious benefits, 
much moꝛe he did thy ſtate regarde, 
Jn euery creature thou mapſt ſay, 
Beholde how well J am belou'de; 
ithall the good that J can wiſh, 
all euil] is from me remooude. 
fſmall to thee this thing doo ſeeme, 
that thou abooue all euill art, 
elooude of him that made them all: 
and that it ſome what greue thy hart, 
nſider well how good theſe things, 
by vertue of Creation be: 

nd pet in eache condition haue, 
not bene rewarded like to thee, 

hen O my ſoule, if thou aright, 

doo way thy liberty thus got: 

he time hath bene and euen that time, 
when as apparaunt thou waſt not. 

nd what thou haſt thou didſt receaue, 


ol thy good God which gaue it the: 


nd that it was his gracious gifte, 
that euer thou began to be, 


FINIS. 5. Chap. 
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COf the giſtes of Creation and Regeneration. 


Cap.6, 


[© was therefoze the grace of God. 
that euer thou waſt made in deede $---- 
Thou hadſt not hyꝛed him ſo to do , 
but ſo his wiſdome had decrerde. 
It he had nothing giuen fo thee, 
but thy bare beeing in this place: 
Pet art thou bound to pꝛayſe his name, 
and louc him foꝛ his laſting grate 
But trueth it is much moꝛe he hath , 
vnto thy perſon done repaire: 
Not onelie making thee fo b., 
but alſo beautifull and faire. 
No? could his bountie here be ſfaide, -: 
to finiſhe vp his wwꝛthy trade: 
He left vs not vntyll we were, 
lxke to his heauenlie Image made. 
Foꝛ thts in derde, his meaning was, 
his will and pleaſure vs to pzone : 
To dꝛawe by likeneſſe thoſe to him, 
which he befoꝛe had dꝛawne by lwus. 
Tberekoꝛe he gaue vs foꝛ to be, 
and by our being foꝛ to liue: 
That thoſe we might excell in deede, 
to hone he no ſuch thinges did 2 
at 


1 


* * ; 


to the lone of God, 


That haue no being, ſuch J meane, 

. | Which maimedare,and out of frame: 
Inoꝛdinate miſhapen, 02 

fo lacke of vicall, lims be lame. 

By meanes whereafthou art my ſoule, 
indebted to thy Dantour deere: 

Fo? ſure thou haſt receiued much, 
pet recomvence doth none appeere. 

That which by loue thou haſt receyu'de, 
by loue deliuer backe againe: 

It is a payment light enough, 
and puts thee vnto little paine. 


| [But nowe J will begin to tell, 


howe this thy Dpowſe mot excellent: 
Appeard and ſo created the, 

vouchlaued eke with glad intent. 
Caen to be humble foꝛ thy ſake , 

that he thy ruine might repaire: 
In lowlie wile theſe latter wozkes, 
vnto the foꝛmer equall were. 
Fo2 in the fozmer meruailous, 

great thinges thy benefite to bee ; 
He did beſtowe, and in the laſt, | 

ſharpe ſhowꝛes, he didendure foz ther. 
Joꝛ to the ende he might reſtoꝛe, 
ther to thy foꝛmer ſtate againe: 
Mhich thou had loſt by Adams fall, 


he to dilcend did not diſdaine, 
F< City And 


n ntroduèe tion 


And willingly did ſuffer death, 

which thou by right deſerude fo2 th inne: 
Me vndertoke. he ouercame, 

he did fo2 thee the conqueſt winne. 

Dilcending to moꝛtalitie, 

he frailetp tooke vppon him than: 
In toꝛments he did death ſubdue, 

and by that meanes rede med man. 


Begholde and ſee theſe things my ſoule, 


and be abaſhed at this newes: 
Let theſe his gracious benefits, 
perſwade thy minde on him to muſe. 
Conſider how he looued thee, 
that vouchedſatc ſo much to doo: 
Fo? ther and foz thy ſake my ſoule, 


way well what paines thou putſt him ta 


By him thou beautifull became, 
that earſt molt vgly was thꝛough ſinne: 
Now in his mercy maylt thou vaunt, 
as cleane and purified by him. 
Befoꝛe that thou did him deſire, 
the ta create that thou mightſt be: 
Muhen thou ill fauoured was and foule, 
with beauty he adozned ther. 
And kinallp the fo redeeme, 


from endleſle death, bimſcife would det; Li 


And in fo doing did declare, 
his vehement looue and charity, 


With 


ry 


* to the loue o od. 


lith bounty great he hath therefoꝛe, 

' | the bꝛeath of life in thee, O man: 

s the firft creature which he made, 
when by his power thou firſt began, * 

02 that (elfe man and creature he, | 

bath giuen and hunſelfe beſfowde: 

zone other gods foꝛ thee he gaue, 

to him therefoꝛe be laſting lawde: 

Thou art his wozkemanthip,and vet 

the pꝛice or thy redemption tw; 

Betauſe that pꝛice moſt pꝛecious Was, 
it was his mercy ſo to do. 

gan beeing pꝛiſoner thꝛall to wzetche, 

beſet about with filthy ſinne: 

Mis frendly faudur thought it fit. 

he ſhould be raunſomed by him. 

DO happy faulte of mine therefoze, 

fo2 purging of the which my Loꝛde: 

as dꝛawne by lone,it fo redæme, 
acco2ding to his holy woꝛd. 

J neuer fully ſhould haue knowne, 
his love and fauour vnto me: 

But that the perrill of my ſtate, 
my pꝛeſent true pzopo2tions be, 

How foztunate was then my fall, | 
that by the ſame moze happily: | 

J was reſtoꝛde and raiſde againe, | | 

 redeeimde krom endles miſerie. 

Then 


— — — — 
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Then is no lone ſo great as this, 1251 


no zeale ſo pure.no charitie: 
No2 no affection like fo that, 
an innocent fo2 me ſhould die. 
He frendly was, but found no cauſe, 
of laue and fauoꝛ which he bare: 
Euen vnto me, deceiuing none, 
therefoze O Lo2d my minde pꝛepare. 
And tell me what remainde in me, 
which thou eſteemde fo gratiouſtp: 
Uthy thou ſo. dærelp did me lone, 
that fo: my ſake deſirde to die. 
What haſte thou found in me O Lo2d: 
in nature, oꝛ in qualitie: a 
The which ſo willing might thee make, 
to ſuffer this great crueltie. | 


FINIS, 6, Chap. 


40 7 the benefit of God, in calling vs to 
faule. 5. cap. J. 


A Nd thou my ſoule,to th'end thou mailf | 

| beholde this lone,and toy therein; 
Conſider what compariſons. 217 
betweene this — and ther hath bin. 

How much thy betters be foz lone, 


>. 


to the loue of God. 


hi hat neuer to like grace with the, 
noz to tike four could ariſdſGꝙCF.. 
hou knowſ? that ſince the woꝛld began 
whole generations paſſed be: p10vid vl 
ithout the knowledgt of they2 God, | 
and pꝛice of theyꝛ redemption free. 
he which are fallen into the lappes, 
of derpe deſtruction endles dapes: 
nleſſe it pleaſe our Sauiour ſwerte, 
of mercie his. them thence to raiſe. 
Heereby it doth appeare to the, 
thou waſt pzeferd befo2e them all: 
Ey thy redeemer, which by grace, 
ſo franck and frely did thee call. 
No caule at all remaindt in ther, 
thereby to claime moꝛe then the reſt: 
The meere lone of thy Sauiour deere: 
| his mercy moꝛe fo thee expꝛeſt. 
| Thy Spowle,thy Luer, and thy Lozd, - 
thy God and thy redeemer eke: 
| Path choſen and foꝛchoſen thee, 
- befoze all worlds in mercy meeke. 
|. | Foz his great lwue thus boꝛne to the, 
thy God and Sauiour he became: 
That thy memoꝛiall might remaine, 
be calde the by his pꝛoper name. Wi 
Ve would thou ſhould partaker be. 
bothe ol his name and truthe alſo; — 4 
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Becanle thou art annointed with, 
the ople of gladnes which doth flowe, 
Euen from himſelfe, that with himſelle, 
he bering Chꝛiſt the coꝛner ſtone: 
Thou maiſt in him a Chꝛiſtian, ſo 
be called by his name alone. 
But were thou ſtronger then the reff, 
in noble, ritche, oꝛ wiſe degree: 
Thereby receiuing ſpeciall grace, 
aboue them all to make thee free, 
How many wiſe, how many ſtrong, 
how many noble, ritch alſo: 
Retected were: pet choſen thou, 
when they foꝛſaken thence did go. 
They periſhed,thou pꝛoſpered, 
and highly doff in fauour ſtand: - | 
Great hath his bounty bene to ther, 
which thou receiued at bis hand. 
When thou waſt foule, he made ther faire, 
when thou with finne defozmed was: 
Pea lotheſome,ragged,rent and tone, 
this mighty wozke he bꝛought to paſle, 
His grace he gaue to be thy guide, 
his lone foz to inritch the moze; 
A reſolution abſolute, 
of mercy his, take this therefoze, 
Pole reſolute in this relpec, 
perſwade thy ſelte euen ſo to be: 


Except 


* to the loue of God. 
Except thou with indenoz do, 

as herein is diſcribed thee, 

That is thy fozmer decencie, 

thy comlines and cleaneneſſe all: 

To compꝛehend and to retaine, 

which thou eniopde befo2e thy fall, 
| Els merte thou neuer ſhalt be thought, 
to enter that Bꝛide Chamber, where 
Thy Spowſe,in heauenly manner ſits, 
thou ſhalt not in that place appeare. 
Trim vp and deck thy ſelſe my ſoule, 
| p2epare, make ready now in time: 

Let pꝛeſent leaſure giue thee aue, 
foz to red2efſe thy foꝛmer crime. 
 Slecke vp thy foꝛhead from thy face, 
and faſhion fine thy trim attire: 

Fret of thy freckles,rub thy Warts, ; 

waſh of thy ſpots of foule deſpꝛe. 

Smothe all thy wzinckles, pandſome bee, 
thy rude behauiour now amend: 

With all thy might indeno2 thou, 
cleane to continue fo the end. 

In 02der all things ſer thou ſet, 
that thou maiſte be accepted now: 
Df thts moſte loning ſpowſe and mate, 

as hiretofoꝛe is tolde the how, 
Pꝛepare thy ſelfe J ſay with ſpeede, 
as beſt becomes the Bꝛide of him: 


| 
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An Introduction 
That is immoꝛtalt euen thy God, -[Þ 
with whom thou ſhalt remain moſt trim. 
And as beſemeth ſuch a Spowſe, 1% 
that thee he may his Spowſes call: 
x: A; Thy Sauiour and redermer, euen 
SS | thy mighty Ring celeftiall, 


FINIS. 7, Cap, 


C Of the gift of vertues. T he 4. Cap. 


12 How this alſo my ſole that thou, 
1 halt where withall thy ſelfe to dea: 
H As golden Bꝛatelets fo2 thine armes, 
1 and Chaines to put about thy neck. 
q Which of thy ſe!fe thou couldlt not haue, 
2 but chat thy God dooth giue them tha 
y Foz fo beffowe at pleaſure thine, =: | 
KB if thankkull ſoꝛ the ſame thou be. 
1, Foꝛ thou 'ofhimreceiued haft, | 
4 thy veſturs and thy garments all?! 


qo, thy kacking, and tuhat doth be full. 
yy To ther, thy papers pow2edfoozth, - - - þ 
to him with faith. he heeres the lame: 
All other vertues be his gits 
and br his grace in the dos frame, - 
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to the loue of God. 


Me garniſcheth in goodly wile, 
m. with goꝛgious and with trim attyze; 
As if a robe bothe freſh and faire, px 0dr 
of ſundzp coloures thou deſire. i | 
L caſt thou ſhould fayle in any popnt, 
of health and of refection good; 
Ve bountifully hath beſtowde, 
on the thy health and dayly foode, 
And whatſoeuer may repap ze, 
thy comlineſſe and beauty bothe: 
What els thy credit map conumend, 
that thou ſhonld lack it. he is lothe. 
[Thinks on the ſame, I pꝛap the then. 
with diligencs aduiſed be: 
That nothing hereof was thine owne, 
till he in grace had giuen it the. 
That which berdꝛe thou hadſt teceiude, 
«1 of him it ſtode ther in no coſt: 
- {Of much which was on ther be ſto ode, 
the ſame by negligente thou loſt. 
Chat which loſt, is the reſto de 
againe, whereby thou maiſt be ſure: 
Not deſtitute thou ſhalt be left, ; 
In ſuch ſozt,as thou ſhalt perceine - - 
and know,how that intirely he: 1 
Doth looue the lite a Parramour, 17 
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1 thywozkes foz to accompliſh well, - 


An Introc ucriion 


And fo: this cauſe he doth attend, 
and pactently the time doth ſtay: 
Long ſufferaunce and liberty, | 

he lets the haue, him to obap. W 
Acco ding to his mercy great, 9224 

ſo often as thou art to blame: þ 
So often he thy faults remits, 

as thou art ſo2y foz the ſame. 
UWherefoze recoꝛd and call to minde, 
how many may be found, which haus 


as here recited which he gaue. 
No2 yet with the like fauour might, 
finde fo tobe renewd againe: 


£ 

1 

1 
When they defiled had themſelues, 

with foule abuſ they: ſtate did ſtaine. | 

L 

1 


Juſte cauſe thou haſte, conſidering then, 
thy ſelfe belwued moꝛe then all: 
Fo; that the things which thou haſt lot, 
he the to aun wer doth not call. 
But doth beningly them reſto2e, " 
his niercy.fhou in theſe haſt tride: ; 
Which others bythemſelues haue toff, 
and are moſt ſtrictly ſtill dende. 
Thou by his gracious bounty art. 
not once denapde, the truthe to tell: 
His pꝛouidence may the perſwade, 
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to the ap of God. 


TH readfty greaf things thou do, 
-| thou.bighly art aduaunſt therefoze: 
f thou (mall things perfo:zme, 
thou humbled art ſo much the moze. 
Thy God know whats god fo2 thee, 
much better then thy ſelfe canſt tell: 
Vaue thay a duetifull regarde, 
— doth foz ther pꝛouide ſo well. 
Such is mercy vnto man,. 
infirrfitties cannot-indure: 
But are by his diſpoſde, 
that fhey our p2ofits do pꝛocure. 
Perhaps thou 1 not ſtrength and grace, 
5 trade of verfue to perſiſt: 
n with Suggeſtions arte, 
. " vice and vertue hath dilmiſt. 
Pet art — in humilitie, 
made ſtronger then thou waſt befoze: 
Dane perſwades thy minde, - 


thy li fe mille led foꝛ to loze, 
oz auen itie. 
ur in the ſight 


;bert e with the ſtrength 
eue complight. 
epart, 

| * boldefo2 16 i Alen ok this: 
Bods ſecret diſpoſition if, 


3 thou pzeicidice,thou _ amis. 
l, 
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But ſtill with reuerence and feare, _ 
direc thy prayers to his grace: 
That he vourhſafe to helpe ther then, : 
as one that knowes thy pꝛeſent caſe, 
The euill that in thee remaines, | 
he will with mercy it reyzefſe; ©. _ 
It thou in humbleneſſe of minde, 5 
and faithſtill hart doo it confeſſe, 
It goodnes doo begin fo gro * 11 
in thee,and thou wouldft it mainetaine: 
Referre it to the wyll of God 
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who will increaſe it to thy gaine. 
| © Pea finally conduct and bing J 
4 Fi ther to him ſelfe by ſuch away: 
4 as belt he liketh fo himſelfe, od 
| where thou with him wh Lake e - 
U 
n © of thi 275 of e ard 0 
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Ou tell me O my forte, hirn 
N in recompence ſhall giue the! 920; ;ha 
Fo2 all the godnes which we haue, 0 
receiu de of him in deeve and wave. 
He onely not contented is 8 — 


to giue vs thole god things which 15 * 
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to the looue of God. 


Reccaue with other creatures eke, 
our fellow partners by degree, 
But alſo hath pꝛouided, that 
in our affliaions we may fœle: 
"find take and talke his mercy great, 
and loning kindneſſe cuery deale. 
Uc ſinguler occaſions heere, 
in our aduerſitie may take: 
Ind in p:ofpcritie we may, 
| {mb2ace his kindnes fo2 his ſake. 
Aithin the armes of faithfu!} lone, 
| vnto our ſelues we thus may fay: 
In all our meditations, Loꝛd 
giue vs thy grace ther to obap. 
Ind cke to know the, graunt vs Lozd; 
much moꝛe then other creatures do; 
Becauſe thou halt in ſecret wile, 
thy ſelſe dilcloſed vs vnto. 
Pur vnderſtanding thou didſt frame, 
(ehr hidden miſteries to conteiue: 
goꝛe then our mates and equalles were, 
| in ignoꝛaunce thou didit them leane, 
parkeneſſe of infidelitie, 
. as vailes hath ſhadowed thepz face: 
uf vnto vs thou haſt declarde, 
by light and pureneſſe of thy grace. 
hy veritie and fructh if ſelfe, 
an vs thou didit . indæde: 
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An Introduction 


On vs much moꝛe thou baſte beſfowde, 


then on the reſt of Adams ſ&e, 
As fence and aptnes fo conceaue, 
ſtrength to perfozme god wozks g cke: | 
That which is ill a witte to hate, [14 
grace in connerſion fo2 to ſceke. | 
Pꝛoſperitie fo2 to conſerue, 
p2ofit by ſtudie to apply: 
it in concepts which turne to god, 
and comfoꝛt in aduerſttie. 
Which way ſo euer we do turne, 
thy grate, thy mercy and god will: 
Dur pathe ace ready to pzeuent, 
and thou doſte rule and guide vs ſtill. 
When vtterly we ſeemed waſte, 
(my ſoule) and quite conſumed were: 
He lodainly relccued vs, 
and ſtraight his mercy did appeerre. 
TUhcn we were ignoꝛaunt and rude, 
when wandering we went aſtrap: 
De taught vs fo2 to feare his name, 
and vs direcedin the way. 

Ulhen we were ſad his comfoꝛt tame, 
be held vs vp, when downe we fell: 
Then that we ſtode. he was our ſtaxe, 
from falling headlong into hell. 
Now finally graunt vs thy grace, 

moꝛe verily to know thy name, 
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T to the looue of God, 


Poe ſincerely thee to belcue, 

mo2e purely fo; to loue the ſame, 
Moze feruently to follow thee, 

becauſe that moꝛe pertaines vs to: 
| Fo2 benefits which we receaue, 

moꝛe then thy other creatures do. 
Therefoꝛe O Lo2d my God to the, 

what recompence ſhall 7 deuiſe: 
Thou ſwertenes of mp life and eke, 

the Lampe and light of both mine eyes, 
Ut thou that J ſhall lone the well: 

then teach me how to do the ſame: 
How greatlp eke thou wilt that J, 

to thee my God, my lone ſhall frame. 
Fo2 what am I that ſo may loue, 

the Loꝛd my God, my ſtedfalknes? 
My refuge, my deliuerer, 

my helper in my derpe diſtreſſe. 
The hoꝛne of my laluation, and 
my mainetainer at all aſſapes: 
What ſhall 7 ſay? my Loꝛd and God, 
O gine me grace thy name to pꝛaiſe. 

FINIS. 9. Cap. 


C Of Goas pronidertt care ouer vs. 10. Cap. 


FS manitolde be theſe god things, 
which thou O Lo2d haſt done fo2 me: 
| Dt, Moſte 
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Moſte [werte and pleaſaunt to beholde, 


and in no caſe can numbꝛed be, 


To ſpeake thereof great pleaſure is, 
Loꝛde make me thankfull fo2 the ſame: 
Fo? theſe thy gratious bencfits, 


aye bleſſed be thy holy name. 


Loe now my ſoule. thou haſt thy pledge, 


thy pledge thy ſpowſe doth repꝛeſent: 


Untouched kepe the ſame therefoze, 


and vndefilde with glad intent. 


Yea vnpolluted keepe it ſafe, 


yea kepe it cleane, and perfect ſound: 
Albeit thou once defiled was: 

th'art now an honeſt Uirgin found, 
Accoꝛding to his fancie firme, 
and opperation ot his loue: 
TTlith purity he doth reſtoze, 

coꝛrupted things, that ſo they pꝛwue. 
In thoſe that pure remaine indeede, 

a chaſte condition to conſerue: 
Unſpotted to his holy name, 

that in no caſe it cannot ſwarue. 
Apply thy cogitations, ſee 

how mercikullp God doth deale 
With ther. and how his loue is bent, 

all thine infirmifics fo heale. 
Not ſuffering ther to want af all, 


' bis benefits,no2 yet to be: 


1 to the looue of God. 
So ignoꝛaunt, but that thou ſhouldff, 
remember what is giuen to ther. 
And this J fay to thee, becauſe 
thou ſhouldeſt marke his mercy great: 
It ſæmes my God doth nothing els, 
but me with mercy ſtill intreate. 
J ſe him wholp occupied, 
foꝛ my ſaluation; and 3 ſee 
His care ſo great, that nothing els 
he doth but onely nouriſh me. 
Confinually God pꝛeſent is 
with me. and that to my behwue: 
He offereth himſelfe foꝛ me, | 
alt this his godnes J do pꝛue. 
Uhich wap fo euer J me furne; 
he neuer doth my ſoule fo2ſake: 
And whereſoeuer J become, 
fo2 me he doth pꝛouiſion make, 
And as a woꝛkeman which wil be, 
inſeperable fo the ſame: 
(His wozks) what wanteth in my foꝛme, 
with pꝛecious he a new doth frame, | 
Although his face cannot be ſeene 17 
with vs. his pꝛeſence doth appeare: 1 
His Spirit doth infpire our harts, i 
as though be fill among vs were, | 
| 
| 


What pleaſaunt thing is it my ſoule, 
which while 3 thinke on bim, doth off 
J - | D. i *. ti. Cucn 


An Introduction 


Euen ſweetely handle with deſire, 

and touch me with his fingers loft. 

And pꝛeſently me thinkes J fle. 
my ſelfe euen rauiſhed foz io: 

J dꝛawne and caried am from hence, 7 

as one conuayde from all annoy... - t 

But whether, God doth know,not J, - 2 
and vet foꝛſothe even thus it i: 

A creature now my ſelfe J ſome, [3 

I 

2 

L 


in greaf. felicitie and bliſſe, 
J cannot with my tongue expꝛeſſe, 
what iop of conſcience J receiue: 
My wꝛetchedneſle and miſery, 
my ſoꝛrowes paſt J there do leaue. 
They vtterly foꝛgotten are, 
and blotted aut of memoꝛp: 
My vnderſtanding is made b2ight, - 
my heart is lightened thereby, 

Py lelfe J feeleas though that in, j 
another countrep Jremainde: 
And as it were J do imbz2ace, | 

moſte happy lone à there haue gainde. 
J labour then with all my might, 
continually the ſame to kerpe: 
And neuer ſoꝛ to loſe it, why 2 ; 
in it my ſoule doth ſwetely fleepe, - 
And would in no caſe be remor, - 
but there to reſt myſoule aſpires: 


Jn | 
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to the loougaf God. 


n quiet ſoꝛt as it had found, 
therein the end of all delpꝛes. py 
ea highly doth it ſelfe adnaunce/ 
foꝛ ioy,and ſcœkes none other thing: 
None other wiſe but as it is, 
not place to chaung, with Pꝛinte 92 king. 
Then is not this that loning ſpowſe,, : 
my Lo2de and/Cod?yes verily;” :: 
Jnuiſible and ſecret ſoꝛt, an! 
he commeth now to piſit me. 
Incompꝛehenũble, and yet i: 
he commeth foꝛ to touche me now: 
Pe to admoniſh vet he dot. 
that J ſhould ſ& him not alowe. 
His meaning is not to infues. 
himlelfe all wholy into me: 
But euen in part to be aſſurde, 
and like lniſe taſted fo2 to be, 
Not giuing his ſacietie. 
accoꝛding to my full deſire: 
But mo22 and that a great deale moze, 
„then J ol duty can require. 
And this it is that chefely doth, 
to his betrothing appertaine: 
The earneſt of his heauenly will, 
which we in him on earth do gainc. 
This is a token true my ſoule, 
if here on earth thou godly be: 2 
n Allured 
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0 dence of life. Ii. Cap. 


giue thankes, oz eis thou art to blame. 
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An Introduction 
Afured in the woꝛld to tome, 
his owne ſelfe he will giue fo ther. 
Fo2 euer thou halt ſee him then, 
and of him full poſſeſſion haſte: 
Whereof now pꝛeſently thou doſk, 


— — — 


but as it were enioy a taſte. 


That here thou in this woꝛld may know| 


how pleaſaunt thou ſhalt finde him then; 
And feele him in his kingdome werte, 
farre diſtaunt from the ſonnes of men. 
VAherefoꝛs it doth my ſoule behwue, 
pea it doth with thy duty ſtand: 
To lœue thy God fo2 theſe his giftes, 
which thou receiued at his hand. 


FINIS. 10. Cap. | 
C Of the giſte of the 3 , and preſernation 


| 


But to the end 910 maiſte the mo2e, 
be kindled with the fire of lwue: 
Conſiver if with moꝛe then theſe, 
his benefits he did thee pꝛwue. 
If ſo he haue, thou art the moꝛe 
to him beholding foz the ſame: 
Bothe foꝛ them paſt, and thoſe to come, 
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to the looue of God. 


uen from the bottom of thy hart, 
he is foz fo be loa'd of ther: 
02 when my Parents did tranſgreſſe, 
| he withhis mercy made them free, 
Pea me created of they2 fleſh, 
and bꝛeathde in me the ſpirit of life; 
u and ſeperating from them ſeede, 
in p was bꝛought foꝛth with moꝛtall ſtrife. 
II therefoꝛe haue reteiu'de of him, 
, the grace foꝛ to become a man: 
And vnderſtanding haue obtainde, 
twirt man and beaſt, the ſcence to ſkan. 
| Of body A receiued haue, 
the ſhape and reaſon to defyne: - 
And difference betwirt theſe two, 
my moztall ſence, and grace dentine. 
Mine eyes to fr, mine cares to heare. 
om my noſe ko ſmell, my mouthe to fate; 
| My handz 73 ferle my fir te fo Walke, 
| nothing in me was famed waſte. 
And that is moꝛe, 3 do enioy 
all theſe in health and happp reſt: 
Thoſe benifpts,theſe do augment, 
that ſeuerally each ſence polleſt. 
Things conſonant God did create, A, 
agreeing to the ble of theſe; | 
As ſhining bꝛight, and pleaſaunt ſound, 
os ſwæte in taſte, the ſence to pleaſe. = 
- This 
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An Introduction 

This god pꝛouiſion of our God, 

the creatoꝛ of euerp thing: 
Theſe variable qualities. 

fo2 purpoſe ours to paſſe doth being. 
The fight one ſpeciall thing conceaues, 

the hearing is an other plight: 
The ſmelling, feeling,and the taſte, 

in ſeuerall ſence, findes their delight. 
Foz beauty, coalours pleale the cye, 

(wxetc Malick mote the earc contents: 
The fragrant ſmell of ſwæteſt low2es, 

delights the nole, with plcaſaunt ſence. 
Thus euerp lence his ſeaſon ſees, 
and euerp one in oꝛder plaſte: 
The verder and the reals ſweete, 

are found moſte merteſt foꝛ the taſte, 
And who is able to rehearſe, 

the pleaſures that on vs attend: 
So ſund2y ſet, ſo manifolde, 

cach in his kinde to comp2ehend? 
They wonderfull de ſeeme and ſtraunge, 

and ſtraungelp we inritcht thereby: 
How many pleaſures to the eyes, 

do we in conlours frclh apply: 
hat ſundꝛy loundes vnto the care? 

how diuerlip each tune is plaſte: 
Men mutuallp their minds reſigne, 

and tell what things be gone and palt. , 
Wet 


VS £2 ap, 4m ILA 


to the looue of God, 


ith deepe delight ſome demonſtrate, 
things fit foz pꝛeſent time, and ſome 
Deuine of hidden ſecrets, and 
pꝛognoſticate of things to come. 
It thele were miſſing in the ufe 
ol man, he might compared be: 
Unto the rudenes of a Braſt, 
moſte bent and vile in baſe degree, + 
Mhat nede J tell peu of the 2By2ds, 
"| Whoſe warbling notes J may rompare: 
Fo2 pleaſure with the plcafures paſt,  * 
which herretofoꝛe expꝛeſſed ares 
And as A derre aue ampliſrtdvd.. 
the derpe delight car ſentes haue: 
As ſeeing, kerling, hearing, taſte, 
and all by grace that nature gaue. 
This map not be gaineſapde thereſdꝛe, 
but that the godnes of dur Gd: 
Excerding is, and wonderfull,” : 
his glozy deth extend abꝛonde. 
And by how much dur benefyts, 
abouc deſert he did beſto we: 
So much the moꝛe his glozy ſhines, | 
ſomuch the moꝛe his power doth ſhow, 1 
Not onely he our bodpes made, & 
but alſo beautifped the ſame: | 7 
Vith diuers verfues which he gaue, | | ; 
diert be therefoze his holy name, 
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An Introduction 


He made me healthfull, fyꝛme and ſound. F 
my freends might not me noiſome deeme: 
Not ougl to thepꝛ eyes,no? pet, | 
repꝛocheftull vnto ſtraungers ſ&me, 
He me indewd with moze then this. 

he did my minde to reaſon bꝛing, 
He vnder ſtanding did me giue, 
to tudge the truthe in euery thing. 
A can diſcernea right from w2ong, 14 
and god from enill can deuide: 
By this J ſearche,J ſue, and long, 

with my Creatoꝛ ta abide, 
But if J ſhall tonfeſſe the fruthe, 

a greater denefpt then this: 
Ulhere with the reſt may not compare, 

a blelling rare, and that is this. 
Namely that 3 ſhould heer be boꝛne, 

bꝛed and bꝛought vp, in ſuch a time 
And ſeaſon, and among ſuch men, 1 

as do condemne each fylthy crime. 
Such people as pꝛoleſſe his faithe, 

his Sacraments in honour holde: 
How J accoꝛdingly ſhontd line, 

whereby my ſinnes be all controlde. 
All this J ſ, and this J know, 
denyde to many other men: 
Which pzectens is tobe eſteemde, 
Loꝛd graunt mo to be thankfull then. 
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But Jam called by his grace, cnc 5 
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to the looue of God, 


Foz theſe thy graces giuen to me, | 
in which 7 glozy and retopce: _.. . 


ſhould ſtand my ſtate in equall chopſe. 
That are-fo2ſaken of they2 God. 
and in his iuſtice operth2owne: ._ _ 


9 


and in his mercy am his owne. 


J will pꝛoterde and cke declare? 
his godneſſe and beniunitie, 

that me ſuch parents did pꝛepart⸗ 
Which bꝛaugbt me vp within his . 

in ſaletie vnto mans eſtate: 550 65 
Deuoide of daunger dane . 
by water 03 ike, NA 
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4 O ö the pativice aid long ſaff oi ” 
Cod. 8 Cap. 


GR deat is is thr pittie Loꝛd ehereto;t, 
and infinite thy mercy eke: ' 
Which thou haft vied vnto me, X; 
when J in faithe the lame did whe 
Polte wonderfull in allt * 
becauſe thou art them al abade? 
Pea thou dat ſteine moſte ian 
euen in the bowels of thy lone: 
Ida lute no man thou dit defies. | 
abho2zre,no2 atiyman reien: 
But ſuch as/dofg2lake rd 12 3 


bo 
d by th 
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and in the finc> of 
Thai ine deliuered from th 

and itt me not to die 
Then J vamindefull was * this, 

thereof thou didſt remember me: 
When from thy pꝛeſente J returnde, 


thon callde me home againe to wo; 
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And gentlie did me entertaine, 
„ with pardon, when J did repent: 
And did with mercie me remit; 

when J deſerued puniſhment, -- 

Not onely pardon fo2 my ſinnes, 

which J in wicked will did frame: 
But fo2 ſuch ſinnes J did eſchew, 
thy pardon did containe the ſame, 
As info many ſinnes 3 fell, 

and faule offences did commit: 
Py wicked will was bent to moze, 
if thou hadſt not withholden it. 
Het headlong further had J run. 5 
with raſhe attempt from ther toſwarne: 
By thy eſpeciall meanes J do; 
remember; thou didſt me pꝛeſerue. | 
From doing ot ſuch wicked deeves , N 
that otherwiſe J ſhould haue done: 
But onelp thy eſpeciall grace, 
J had no meanes the ſame to ſhun, 
But octaſions all didſt kill, 
and game me ſtrength nnne to reũiſt: 
By keping and continuing me, 
_ | in thineaffentioners J wilt. 
my wiltult nature to bar: | 
Jomanifolde offences r * 
+ ng? — on — | | 
T1 
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But ſo great was the mercie of , 
my Lo2d and God, beſfowed on me: 
Not once ſuch ſinne could me areſt, 
no2 finde that opoꝛtunitie. 
Fo2 much a do he had to aye, 
me from the doubling of my ſin: 
The violence of temptation great, 
ſo grauous vnto me haue been, 
As euerie man hath feeling in, 
his fraple deſyꝛe and fickle minde: 
Had not the Lo2dof mercie, his 
alliſtaunce vnto me aſignde, 
Whereby J vanguiſhed my lude, 
- my fleſhlie, and my fonde _ 
Concupiſcence Jkilde thereby, 
which in my members burnt — 
From certaine other finnes,D Lon, 
thine indulgence and fauour did 
So farre eſtraunge and ſtay my minde, 
that from my heart, them quite J rid. 
I did abhoꝛre and hate them ſoꝛe, 
and lothe the filth of fo2nter time: 
Iniquitie that did ſuggeſt, js 
me to commit eche hainous crime, 
Pet,all theſe ſame had not the power, 
to bouch 02 mane me to conſent: 
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my ſtedfaſt purpoſe to pꝛeuent. 
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to the loue of God. 


Not leaſt point of thy pittie Lo2d, 
noꝛ meaneſt motion of thy grace: 
When as the hugenelſle of my ſinnes, 
bad bꝛought me into w2etched caſs, 
When J vnkindlie kindled had; 
by doing euill in thy fight + 7 
P2ouokte thy furie,fticde thy mode, 
with greuous fins; fo2 which thou might 
Haue puniſhed my peruerfe minde, 
pet patjentlie thou didit foꝛbeare: 
That notwithſtanding, all thinges paſt, 
thou pardonedſt though thy mercy mere. 
If J do put repentaunce off, 
deferring tyme from dap to dap: 


And da ſecurelie ſletpe in ſinne, 


| 


pet thou wilt pauſe and vle delay, 


Pꝛeuenting patientlie the tyme, 


and gentle tarrieſt tyll J come: 

When J do wander, thou dof haſte, 
me in the race that J ſhall runne , 

Againe, when à reũſt and ſtriue, 

rebelliouſlie againſt thy grace: 

Thou doſt vanquiſh, and conquere me, 
and quite from me, my ſinnes dolt chaſe, 

When in the feldes cf fantaſie, 

I lopter oꝛ do lingring ſtay: 

Thou eyther fozwarde wilt me fozce , 

03 tarrieſt foz-me in the way, 
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An Introduction 


When J diuert from wicked wayes, 8 
and trie thy fotſteps ſoꝛ to trace: & 

Fo2thwith, thou frendly me recepues, - 
and louinglie doth me embzace; 

hen J in ignoꝛaunce do dwell, 
full ſone J ſhall inſtructed bee: 

Chen J foꝛ are&fe lament and mourne, 
thou commeſt ſtraight to tomfoꝛt m. 

1 ſtumble, fall, and yet thou voſt, - | 

bothe reare me vp, and art my ſfay: 

Thou giueſt what conifozt'J do crane, 
thou doſt redeme my dire decay. 

That which J ſeeke, in ther J finde, 
J knock, thou openeſt vnto mee : 

Thou art my Loadſtone and my life, 
my ſtaffe and ſtay in eche degree. 


to walke direclie in thy wap: 
The greater is mp daunger then, 

if wandꝛinglie J walke aſtrap. 
This alſo woꝛthy is O Lozo, 

(of admiration) that befoze: 
(J had diſeretion) in my auth, 


— 


As alſo in mine age, when 1 
thꝛough thee was able fo2 fo traue: 
And aſke fo2 that by godneſſe thine , 
which J in heart deſtrde to haue 
Again 


St. Aaugustine 
to the loue of God, 


Againe, when nothing J requirde, 
no2 any thing in mercie ſought: 
But rechleſlie and careleſlie, 
eſteemed all thy giftes as nought. 
And now J do eſtæme this grace, 
A great and mighty gifte, that thou 
I Didſt oner me giue Angels charge, 
from birth to kepe me ſafe tyll now, 
Moꝛe then tyll now,foz euen betwene , 
my dap of birth, and dap of death: 
Thou mp p2ofeco2 art as long, 
as J eniop this vitall bꝛeath. 
Jn contemplation of which thing, 
a certaine holie Father ſayde: 
- (Great1s the dignitie of thoſe, 
whome God eleces,and Angelles ayde. 
s garders ſet, them to defend, 
the Miſe man in this ſence expꝛeſt: 
e righteous ſoules arc in the handes, 
of God, and there do ſafelie reſt, 
ceaſe not here foꝛ to commend, 
thy pittie ioynd with patience: 
ut rather double do thy pꝛayſe, 
p that ſo half bozne my fowle offence, 
And not acco2ding to the ſame, 
my due deſarte did me requite: 
Noz that J ſhould fo2 ſinfull life, 
be We- v with 11 delpite. 
iu. 
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An Introduction 


The earth to fwallowe me, noꝛ fire 
from heauen ſent my coꝛpes to burns 
Not water flwds to dꝛowne me, no: 
ſuch pains of death ſhould ſerue this turn, 
That I ſo ſoꝛe deſerued had. 14101 
bothe anguiſh and afflid ions great: : 
A had deſerued fo2 my ſinnes, 
but ſo he did me not intreat. 
Fo2 when by ſinne J went away, CRE 
and would no longer with hum dwell; 
His creatures did diſdapne me ſoꝛe, 
F had deſerude the paines of hell. 
No meruaile is this ſame, foꝛ if 
— a hyꝛed ſeruaunt run awap: 
But from his earthlie Maiſter here, 
and dw not all his heſtes obay. 
His puniſhment ſhall ſur? be great, 
his Maiſter 1s againſt him ſoꝛe: 
Dis ſeruaunts and familliar fræendes, 
do ſwne abhoꝛre this welch therefoze, 
Therefoze when J dilpleaſed the, 
D Lo2d my God, iuſt cauſe J gaue: 
That all thy faithfull creatures thould, 
great indignation at me haue. 
As firſt the earth, thy creature great, 
which doth the world ſo wide contain; 
Againſt me might conſpire and ſtay, 
J the to nouriſhe dw dil daine. 19 
Ne 
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Ne might J make my mone foꝛ this, 
if it moleſt oz trouble mee: 
If J complaine, it aunſwere might, 
in trueth J lothe to carrie thee, 
Foz as I Dathan did deuow2e, 
| Abiram eke,and Corah caught: 
ds they were ſwallowed quicke, euen ſo 
fo thine offences die thon ought. 
. | Which baſt not bene afrayde to fall, 
from thy Creatour, and to iopne: 
Euen with his moztallt foe the fiend, 
the Diuell which would ther purloyno. 
The autho2 of iniquitie,-  * 
of diſobedience and of ſin: 
The father of thoſe froward fules , 
that do delight to line therein. 
The Sunne alſo to the might ſay , 
Jought my beames fo the deny}; 
Becauſe vnto thy laſting light, 
thy duetie thou dot not applie. 
Thus euerie creature might controwle, 
and vnto the this ſentence giue: 
But that thy Sautoar them reſfraines, 
who bids ther to repent and liue. ts 
It me behoues: therefore D Lozd, . 
moe humblie to thy mightie hand: 
Moꝛe lopall and obedient J, U 97 75 
befoze thy mercie ought to ſtand. 
E. ii. Leal 
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Leaſt by deferring of the day , : 
to puniſhe my tranſgreſſions then; | 

Cuen in thy dꝛeadfull dap, O Lo2d, - | } 
moꝛe greeuouſlie with ſinſull men, 

And thou my ſoule, thy ſelfe perſwade, - | | 
that this long ſuffering al the 10 2d: 

Crpeced hath a great while nod, 


what we in faith can him afaz de. 
Th 'eſtedꝭ of his elenton free, p 
2edeftination is moſt pure: 
Which he falfilde in vs will haue, 
by faith foꝛ euer to endnre. 
Thꝛough his erceſſine lone likewiſe, 
which he hath boꝛne, and beares vs ſtpll: 


accoꝛding to his holy wyll. 
As once vnwilling to beholde. 
hawe often J offended haue: 
Bis mercie is diſpoſde Jlee, e, 
from endleſſe death my ſaule to ſane , 
This is the cauſe J ſee, whyhe , 
hath Cayde ſa long, our hearts fapzoue: 
And that thereby he mightcommend, 
his patience, and confirme bis lou. 
My ſelfe J do remember well, 
he ſtrooke my heart, and ſtirde the ſame: 
Foz fo beholde the ſkarres of ſinne. 
which wicked lile in me did frame, 


Vea 
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Vea, foꝛ this cauſe he did conney , 
and lead me to the gates of bell: 
| Deſcribing vnto me what paines, 
they ſuffer that therein do dwell. 
And to this ende, that J ſhould not, 
diſmay with mot ions of my fin : 
. | 202 that rrmemb2aunce ofthe ſame, | 
| might not remaine my minde within, 
Pe did inſpire and comfo2t me, 
| that J a full remiſſion had: 
A generall pardon he me gaue, 
foz all my lyfe that was ſo bed, 
That neither ſhould reuenge be ſonght, 
| noꝛ J vpbꝛaided once ſhould be: 
Condempned noꝛ confounded, foꝛ 
ſuch was his lone and zeale to me. 
Though tome that in the world remaine, 
and no {mall number God he knowes: 
That par don crimes committed, vet 
will caſt the parties in the neſe. 
And other that do ſilent ſtt, 
do ſtyll in ſtomacke rancour beare: 
| Cuen in their ſilent ſhadowe doth, 
reſerued ſpite, and hate appeare. 
But neither of theſe ſoꝛtes be ſuch, 
2 as charitie with hart embꝛace: 
Poꝛ pet acco2ding to the rule, 
and lwue of God, which we by grace 
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An Introduction 


Da taſte and fiele ſoꝛ comfoꝛt ours, 
how plainlie he doth alwayes deale: 
His pardon freelie is beſtowde, -- 
on all that to the ſame appeale, 
Accoꝛding to the tert, which ſapth, | 
euen where our ſinnes did molt abound? 


* Grace did moſt plentifall appeare, 


which benefite Saint Peter found. 


Who hauing thꝛiſe his Lo2d denide, 


the ſame his Loꝛd, did thꝛiſe commaund: 
To feede his Sherpe. and of his Church, 

the cheefeſt Paſtour foꝛ to ſtand. 
Paule did his Goſpell perſecute, 

pet he a Uellell was elek:: 
And teacher at che will af Gad. 
the Heathens lines fo2 fo coꝛrect. 


And Mathew was a wozldlie man, 


he dtd receyue the common towle: 
Which Dffice doth containe abuſe, 

if Dicer do bꝛibe and powle, 
Pet he was an Apoſtle made, 

the Loꝛd his God ſo gaue conſent ; 
And of Apoſtles was the ſtrit, 

that wꝛote his Mill and Teffament, 
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| COf the gift of Continencie, | ig. Cap. 


But after all theſe thinges which art 
right god, and many as you lee ; 
Ok Continencie perfect gift, 
my God did alſo giue fo mee. 
Hot onelie from all carnall luſt, 
but from each other filthy vice : 
By whatſocuer they be callde, 
a gifte of rare and wozthy poice, 
So that J, who in fo2mer time, 
could hardlie any thing foꝛbeare: 
Thc dapes together. but J did, 
vnto my fo2mer faultes repaire. 
| Now though the grace aud heipe of Gad, 
J tan fo2 euer be tontent: 
That to foꝛbeare, which doth infice, 1 
2 vnto ſinne doth giue conſent, | 
By inf occaſion J can ſtape, [/ 
F 
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and thereof well aſſured bee: 
Beholde my God of mighties moſt, 
what great thinges he hath done fo2 mee. 
Some man perhaps will thus replie, Luk, 
thou mayſt accompliſhe this with eaſe: 7 
Ok light impoꝛtaunte is that paine, ö 
that to foꝛbeare, which doth thee pleaſe. 
Aſſure your ſelfe, J thinke not ſo, 
J knowe what enimies if hath: 
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An Introduction 


How ſtrong and ſturdy ones they be, - » 
what might they haue p minde fo ſkathe. 
It needefull is foꝛ fo reſiſt, 
a bꝛode of ſuch impietie: 
A Nurſe of naughtines,and eke 
aſtacke of all miquitie. | 
The firft and ch&feſt enemie,. 
that continencie doth deſpite: 
Is our owne fleſh, whilft it doth luſf, 
ſtriue and rebelt againſt the ſpꝛite. 
And what an enemie is this, 
11 know you, that fo familiar can: 
L7arcee Reepe reſidence, and foꝛte conflict, 
5 . within the ſecret hape of man. 
1 122" Bow daungerous is this my ſoule, 
"48 a fearefull fight molt like to be: 
1>9cuil, Thou haſte no meanes to ſkape the hurt: 
nud, ofthis thy moztall cnemy. 
r This foe moltcruell, fterne and ſtoute, 
vnnaturall and tyꝛannous: 
No way thou balk him to eſcape, - 
no2 pollicie fo flte but thus. 
Mauger our heads we nerdes mult beare, 
this moꝛtall foe, about vs ill; 
To vs it tide andlincked is, 
we cannot leaue it when we will, 
And therefo2e what moꝛe w2etched is, 
| vs miſerable men to charme, 
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To fede and foſter vp this foe, 
beeing fo2bid to do it arme: 
Thus maitt thou ſex what great regarde, 
and care thou halt thy ſelfe to kerpe: 
From ſuch a foe,as mult of foꝛce, 
within thy boſome lie and flepe, | 
But yet my ſoule, it this were all. 
thine enimies which do ther hate: 
And that there were none other, thou 
tbꝛile happie were, and foꝛtunate. 
Fo; one there is, as bad as this, 
as ſturdy toute, as ſtoute may be: 
As ctruell crafty daungerous,/, 
and eke as hurtfull vnto there. 
As harde to bo eſcaped and. 
where euer thou thy lelfe deko we: 
It doth inuiron ther about, 
and no wap from it canſt thou goo. 
This enimie, the wicked woꝛld, 
vnto fine gates I can compare: 
The which dus gates ſoꝛ to defynie, 
compacd, in thy fine ſences are, 
This enemy doth wound ther foze, 
with dartes, and at thy windowes wilt; 
Eatche time fo2 fo pꝛocure th death, 
foꝛ he bath ſwoꝛne ther foꝛ to kill. 
Lhe thy2de is ſwoꝛne thy deadly foe, | 
and conmon enimie to all: 1 1 
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Df Adams whole poſteritie, | 
the ſubtitle @erpent men him call. 

Moꝛe wilie then the Creatures all, 
that in the woꝛld euer were: 

Ho eye his countenaunce can diſcerne, 
he in no likeneſſe will appenre. 

And therefoze to auopde him quite, 
it paſſeth mans habillitie: ous 

Some time be doth aſſault vs (028, 

with violence, euen openlie. 

Some times he ſecretly will ſteale, 
and guilefully he alwayes will: 

Contine b in his-crueltiez 
and ſeketh meanes, our ſonles to hill. 

But who is able to endure , 1160 v1 
all this his miſcherfe to withſtand; 

Oz who is fit Cencounter with 00 


this chapion, ſtoute to take — 6 
man. 


In verie dirde, no 
but he that long hath loued vs: 
And that by his triumphant death, , 
this victozie atchiende foz vs. | 
Now maiſt thou knowe therfoꝛe my ſonle, 
how harde and difficult it is: 
Euen tobe continent, if that 
the grace of God thereto thou miſſe;- | 
Great cauſe therefoze we haue to — | 
him moſt intyzelis fo the ſame 2 


Fo, 


St. Zugus tine 
to the loue ot God. 


Fo2 onelie in the Lo2d we haue, 

this power,pzayſed be his name. 

Our might he gines vs to withWand, 
this tryple battrey (all by face) 


Paintaind;againſt vs by thelvfoes , 


would of vs take no remoꝛce. 


Then baue not 3̃ iuſt cauſo thinke you, 
of duetie tecunſeſſe that yet 
all thele great thinges hatt dons fox me. 

' Yui ee, £96k 
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df . Af V, 

M Oꝛeouer, my gun Gon ut ine 

me grace} that 4 my leife perſwade: 


- "oF — . 


mY And foconfozme that by his willi. 
x J am to him obedient made 


And fullie am aſſured by faith; 


| [| that finally J hall not miſſe:: 
VB.ut br bis pꝛamiſe ſhall iniope- 
N f his kingdome and eternall blie. 
? In the eſpeciall pointes this gra, 
N 1 conſiſteth and continueth t:: 
Ws That J contempne, detelt, and hate, 
171 my ſinnes fazepalt,of purpoſe dd. 
ey Dildapning pzelent pleaſures all, Tp 
1 oꝛ fonde delightes, and ſecke in ſome: 
Ph. To frame and foꝛce, our fowle defirez1 126! 
to loke and long ſoꝛ thinges ti come 


Mow 
== = — C6 — 


| Which to attaine this hope we hinges £15 || 
1 ſuppoꝛted by thzee thinges alſa n v:: 
1 Which ſtrengthen and conürme er heart, 
je; that from this hope it doth not gas. 
i And ſo doth animate. my mine a 1502! | 
me ſo incourage and perſmanes! 2: 
That lacks ar mexites. want Ee. | 
noꝛ wazialyblideany minde-may/glad. |.. 
No2 efftmatranof the iopes, 
| which with delight my heart doth grope: 
Pot an of theſe ſhall hable be, 
to hale me from the foꝛt of hope 
= Firſt, J conſider thatthe lane, 1 
pl him that path adopted me: 


— 
A 
1 
* 


* 


And * 


to the loue of God. 


And ſecondlie, the trueth of him, | 
whole pꝛomiſes perfo2med bes. 
The thirde,bis mercie, might and power, 
that in theſe thꝛer. did me debe | 
Paue.Y not tauſe theſe benefites, 
moſt lnghlie them fo; to eſtme 7- 
Now therefoze let my fleſGlie thoughtes, 
L repine and murmure with diſdaine; 
] Luen as they luſt, and aſue me how, 
Iran theſe heauenlie ioyes attaine. | 
With confidence, J aunſwer will, | 
J knowe, whome A belcencd haue: 
Bis beneſtes perſwades me ſo, | 
which vndoſerued his mercie gaue. 
Moſt condempnable were to doubt, 
J am aſſyred;of. þis tructh: 
A fullie am reſolude from hence, 
Grace and adoption bothe — 
That he his pꝛomiſe will perfozme, 
as one beſt hable to fulfill: 
Be may and deth, bothe heauen and earth, 
atommaund, and they obay his will. 
Foz theſe his merites, Jof right, 7 
my God and Savtour ought to lone: 
It is the wozking of his Grace, yi 
F and mercte ſo, my minde to moue, 
ma to his pꝛeſente, he allures: | | 
Ft, When 14 
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N An Introduction 


„hen J foz ſinful life diſpayze, 
'' my pts comfozt he pꝛocures. 
Jam bnthanizfull foz his giftes, ou 
pet doth he benefife me ſtyll: __ 
When J vncleannes would commit, 
he doth my carnallhumours kyll. 
When J in vanities delight , t 
his trueth to me he doth declare: 
When J lie bound in ſnares of ſinne, 
he doth my freedome ſtraight pꝛepare. 
And to conclude, he doth p2eſerue, 
and keepe me from the pit of hell: 
And dꝛawes me from the wicked wozld, 
within his kingdome foz to dwell, 


M4. Capi 


C Of Gods lonntie, of our iniquitie , 1 of 
thankes Lining. 5. 2 | 


Rat pet my ſoule beholde and le, 

conſider how Gods godneſle- howne:| 

In all his giftes and benefites,' * 
which thou recepueſt as thine owne, / 

What gladiome comfoztable chtere, 

if thou thy wozidlie will den: 
Chꝛiſte offercth him ſelfe to thee , 

what del pcates he doth apply, 


FINIS. 


* 


St. Augustine _ "IO ; 
to the loue of God, 1 


ae) 


With fode thy hunger to refteſh, 2 sr 


he ſtoꝛe in mercie doth beſtowe: 


Land plentifullig did refrethe , 


ul 


What ſecrete god affections hee, 


Zhy pouertie be doth enritch, 
All-theſe his graces thou doſt knowe.. 


euen with the ſame thy heart aſppꝛes: 

s with a pleaſaunt cuppe of loue, : 
* be doth repleniſhe thy deſyꝛes. 
That thou his fotteppes follow do, 


That thou a gadding fugitine, 


and tranſitoꝛie thinges fozſake: -_ 
Yeercby thou mapſt beholde thy God; | 

how great accoumpt of thee doth make, 
This is no ſimple thing thou ſeeſt, 
(02 vile) contempned foz to bee; 


bis mertie moꝛe ſhould gine to thee, 
Tbou waſt a rechleſĩe rebell rude, 


A pe barkened to thy.nuthappe, an 0 


thou to eche treacherie wall thꝛall: 
det he vnto his ſetled home, 
and heauenlie mancion did thee call, 


with conſolationſpirituall , 


02 — thou had minde fo call. 
de comfoztes typ confuſed minde, 
if thon — tempted, he ſuſtaind: 
If he in daunger did the finde, 
thy lybertic was quichlie 1 


Be 


An Introduction 


He ther releen'de,if ſozrowfull, 
by him thou ſhould comfoꝛted ber: 
Ik wauering in minde thou waſte , 
he did confirme and fkrengthen thee, | 
How often, euen with verie feare, - 
thou ſ&emed like a withered wight? 
He quicklie did thy ſkate redeeme, 
and the endude with ſtrength and might 
Whhen thou in dꝛought did dꝛie away, | 
be did himlelfe fo the infuſe: - 5 
And often he with ſpiritual light, 
thine vnderſtanding did peruſe; 
Thy ſence with ſwetnelle he pertbnbe, 
when thou delighelt to reade dz fing: 
To pꝛape o meditate thy minde, 
in any kinde of heauenlis thing. 
He rauiſhed thy derpe delight, 
from deepe delight in woꝛzldlie ne 
That thou might it take thy pleaſure ing" 
his euerlaſfing Paradice, '''* -- - 
J leaue fo ſpeake ot mightie wozkes;! © 
it plealde his Mateſtie ſo to do:: 
Df kindneſle and ol mertie moꝛe, 5''þ 
which he reſtoꝛde my ſoule vnto. 
Lealf any parts of his due pꝛayſe, Þ 
. — be aſcribed dntd me: 


F 


{ 


St. Augustine 


to che loue of God. 


Oꝛ knit together with the ſame , 
o2 ſceme as equall in conſent: 

Oꝛ he lyke pꝛaiſes ſhould recep ue. 
whome God doth make his inſkrumenk. 

: |Fo2 if the creature ſhould pꝛeſume, 
to be-pertaker of the pꝛayle: 
Iniurioullie, he d with f 
his god Creatour diuers wapes. 
Fo2 what hath any man a line, 

that he of God did not recepue ? 
TAhy ould he then be pꝛaylde fo2 that, 
which he emoyes not, but by leaue ? 
o thee therefoze,D Lozd my God, 
all honour, pꝛapſe, and gloꝛ ie be: 
hankes giuing, laude, dominion, power, 
I fo theſe thy Graces gouerne me. 
Ba nowe therefoze my ſoule,how that 
' not onelie bountie doth commend; 
But our iniquitie likewiſe , 
3 | doth, with our God, therin contend , 
FFoꝛ if his bountie be ſo great, 
[to giue, where we could nothing crane? 
And that we nothing did deſerue, 
ok all the godneſle which we haue. 
How ought that godneſſe be eſteemde, 
: that vs with godneſſe darth requite: 
That by our manners merite could, 
nought elſe but euill and deſpite? 
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An Introduction 


O what great loue is this, J ſay, | 

the which our ſinnes can not ſuppꝛelle: 

No2 that we may not ouertome, 
with this our wilfull wickedneſſe. 

De pardoneth ſinne, and grace doth giue, 
in place of vice, doth Uertue plant: 
Dot in the one he lpberall is, 
in th'other lwuing we maſt graunt. 

Let vs therefo2e confeſſe that we, 
euen from our ſclues, our ſinnes poſleſſe: 
That he map pardon them, and eke 
from him, our Uertues ſfyll increaſe: 
And let vs not foꝛget.that we 
be thanktull foꝛ his pardon paſt; 
And not vnmindkult be of that, 
which he deth giue fo2 aye to laſt. 
Thus let him do that fearcth God, 
and doth defire to lone him ſtyll: 
Fo2 lone can not diſemble ſure , © - 
in lwue is left no kinde of y!l. 
What thercfoze wozketh dilligent 
tonſideration of this thing: 
But earneſtlie fo2 to withdzawe , | 
thy minde that ſo thy loue doth bing, 
From all ſuch other foztes of lone, - 
ta lone the Loꝛd abone them all: 
ot foꝛced, but of duetie, foʒ 
bis laue to laſting life dolh cal. 


St. Augus tine 


ſ 
. 


to the loue of God. 


Ir lightly we the Loꝛd do lwue, 

not doubting but we ſo map dw! 
Some man perhaypes will not conceyue, 
how much he bound is him vnto. 
But if he ſceke, he ſone ſhall finde, 

occaſion fo2 to thinke the ſame: 
As all his dapes him fo adoz2e, 

whilſt life doth laſt to pꝛaiſe his name. 
Fo2 who ſo wanteth any thing, 

that he fo2 his ſoules health would vſe: 


Let him not murmure foꝛ the ſame, 


noz pet therfoꝛe his God accule. 
Fo2 he doth all thinges foz the beſt, 
his actions be perfozmde with ſkill; 
In iudgement he is well aduiſed, 

and mercie hath on whome he will. 
And whome he will doth alſo iudge. 

and whome hs will, in hart makes hard: 
To whome he will. his grace he giues, 

from whome he will, it is debard. 
What ſo doth with his pleaſure ſtand, 

moſt nedefull is, and alſo fit: | 
And we that pꝛofite mult thereby, 

moſt neede we baue to call foz if, 
Not onelie ſozte be and ſad, 

but alſo labour them to gaine: 
And p2ay vnto our gractous God, 
that we vnto them me . 

ng. 


Which 
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Po recomponce he doth require, 1 | « 
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Which hauing gotten; gratefull bee, 
giue thanks to him, which ſent the ſame: 


but that thou pe ayſe dis holie name. 
at 41 30 - 
FINIS. 15. Capno?: 


.C Of the benefte of Chriſtes death — 
15 Paſſion. ab 16. Cap. 
2 


BOtbe; great and many are eee 
= tyy beneũtes moſt gracious Lo2d'; 2 | 
Innumerable, infinite, nt 14 
which we receiue by thine accozd, 
That thou half heaped vpon me. _ | T 
fo2-which J bounden am therefoꝛe: ä 
To lœue and pꝛapſe thy holie name, 2 
which bleed be foꝛ euermoꝛe. off 
Mhat euer godneſle pꝛeſentlp. 
J haue, oꝛ in times paſt haue had: -. 
2 whatſocuer J ſhall haue, 
in fyme to come, me fo2 to glad. 
My God the Authoꝛ is of all, x . 
from whome, what ſo is god in deede 2 
Oꝛ ſo atccoumpted it doth flowe , - 
yea, iſſue and from him pꝛocecde. 
But there is one thing moꝛe then this, 
doth me inflame, yea, vꝛge and mane 2 


— — — - — 


St. Saugus LLile 


_ . tonhtlotieef God, 


To ſet my ſoule delight theren, 
mp pleaſure and my perfect love. 
This doth eſpeciallie, O Lo2d, - 
ſo fapꝛe and amiable make: 
Euen thee thy ſelfe,that did vouchſafe, 
vile death fo ſuffer foꝛ my ſake. _ 
The wozke of our Redemption deerew 
a ſhamefall death on the was dane: 
Whereby our life and ſeruice all, 
our lone and labour thou haſt wunne. 
Euen this J ſap, moſt ſweethie doth, | 0 | 
our depe denotion dꝛawe fo ther: | 
Jt doth increafe my loue much mee, 
then all which elſe, thou gaueſt ta mee. 
We in this wozke were reconcilde, 8 U 
| 


thy bitter panges did purchaſe grace: 
Thy ſoꝛe oppꝛeſſion made bs pure, 
thy care our tomſoꝛt in line taſe. 
The vniuerſall Creatour , 
ä — ih 0c antgnige: | 280 | 
The wozkmanſhip ot all the wozld. 11 
dyd not to him like foylecontaine. | 
When he at firſt,the woꝛld did frame , 24a ke 0, 
he ſpake the moꝛd, and it was made: 0 
He did cammaund, all creatures ſtraigbt, 2/aly 
created were, euen as he bade. 
Fo2 reſtoꝛation of mankinde, xr v0: <7- 
the ſozrowes which he ſuffred were: 


- 


REST e . 
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In all reſpectes moſt meruailous, 
and manitolde, as doth appere, | - 
_ - Brholde therefo2e,he loned vs well, 
not haning nede,did not diſdaine: 
On this bej;alfe,but fo2 our ſinnes, 
he ſuffered this moꝛtall paine. 211 
I therefoꝛe truelp heere may ſap, 
all benefites befoze exp2eſt 2... 
Which he in bountie did beffotwe, - 
this one excelleth all the reſt. 
A man that to his freend doth giue, 
his wozldlie godes deſerueth pꝛayſe: 
But be which foꝛ his frend will die, 
ſhalbe .rememb2ed many dayes, 
It is an argument of lone, | 
and fewe oz none, there be of thoſe: 
That will as our redæmer did, 
die foꝛ his freends, and foꝛ his foes. 
Foz ſo we were, pet would he die 
fthe death, and to be interd in graue: 
That we might reconciled bee, 
to God, thereby our ſoules to ſane, 
A man will hardlie die, ſapth Paule, 
fiꝛ him that iuſt and righteons is: 
Our Samour fo2 the wicked ſo2t , 
(did die) and ſuch as lined amis. 
That blameleſſe he might vs pꝛeſent, 
befoze his heauenlie father dere; 


Wo 


st. Augus tine 2 
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w 8 of God. 


Me being baniſht and exilde: 
| -? within his kingdome might appere. 
O howe vnſpeakeable theretoze, * 
was this his loue and charitie: 
What tongue is able fo expꝛelle, 
the comfo2t of this courteſte. *. 
That God foꝛ man, ſhould man become, 
(tt Gattratae deche fag tan to die: 
And to be tempted in all thinges, 
that toucheth mans infirmitie, 
In him was onely ſinne ercept, 
whereby beholde, it doth appeare: 
Powe great a raunſome he did pay , 
befo2e from ſinne thou could be cleare, 
Thou vnto Satban th2alled was, 
(as his) condemnde by ſentence due: 
Eternall death thou hadſt deſerude, 
befoꝛe he did thy ſtate renue. 
Noz this may not be hidden now, 
that if this raunſome had not beene: 
The Diuell and his Angelles had, 
the ende of all thy labours ſe&ne, 
And all this trueth J haue ther tolde, 
that thou thereby might vnderſtand: 
How much vnto thy God art bound, 
that wꝛought thy wealth w mighty had. 
And that thou mayſt with all thy might, 
with all thy fergent power abide; 


Us 


Such 


2 An In troduction 

Such greefe and ſozrowe foꝛ his ſake , 
as tyme may to thy ſtate pꝛouide. 

By many tribulations wer, 
vnto his kingdome mult attaine: 

Molt happy to pollelle the lame, 

with that our louing Loꝛd to raigne. 

O Loꝛd, nob let my ſoule embzace, 

thy bleſſed body cruciſied: 

And let me d⸗ inke, one dꝛaught ſo ſwete, : 
of thy moſt pzectous blad beſide , 

By deepe impꝛinting of the ſame, 
thy Paſſion in my memoꝛie: 

This Sacrifice moſt ſwete ; by which 
my ſoule ſhall liue eternallie. | 

Peazlef this pure remembzaunce, 
into my heart, and minde ſo frame: 

That no obliuion, wealth, no want, 

be able to obſcure the lame , | 

But gine me grace,that with Saint Paule, 
my tudgement map, like his be tride: 

That nothing in this wozld J knowe, 
but Chꝛiſte my ſauiour cruciſied. 

So that vaine erroꝛ take no place, 
noꝛ ſuffred be my minde to dꝛawe: 

From this the ſoundnefle of my faith, ©  - 
in which the grace of God doth _ 

And finallie, let all this laue, 
beſtowed on me, this tytie claime: 


Euen 


St. iugustine 
to the loue of God. 
Euen all my loue, my hope and faith, 
wand what god aiftes in me remaine . 
So that deſire of wozldly wealth, 
haue not the power to ſwallowe mee: 
Fo2 this J knowe, whole heart and minde, 
thou fillet with the louec of hr. 
Can neither frighted be'with feare, - 
no2 yet defilde with filthy luſt; + 
Noz toꝛne with wꝛath, aduanſt with pꝛide, 
noꝛ in vaine Treaſure puts bis trulf . 
Unbowled with ambicion,noz - 
ſtirde vp, vile madneſſe to commit : 
Not ſhzuncken vp with conetiſe,” © - 
no; doth conſamde in ſadneffe it. 
Noz2 enuie hath not wozne away, — 
noꝛ vet eoꝛrupt with other Vicer/ 
Whillt in the [wertnelle of the Lo „5 
it reſteth in this Warradiſe 510: -' * 
, | Be therefoze in this wozld that can, 
god thinges bnto his feruaant giue: 
What thinke pou God reſerues foz ſuch, 
as laſtingly with him ſhall lies 
The thinges that pꝛeſent he beſtowes, 
as giftes we tearme them tempoꝛall: 
Thinges pꝛomiſed in the life to come, 
we do eſfeeme them efernall, 
Much better they, then are the firſt, 
they gotten are with trauaile great: 
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Ay Introduction 
And quicklie are they waſted,foz 
the which we long our bꝛaines did beate. 
Mhen lureſt we ſceme them to eniop, 
Loꝛd what a care tis them to kepe: 
What grefe to loſe, that paine pꝛocures, 
with ſozrowe we foz them do weeps, 
The ritches of the woꝛld to come, 
are neuer loſt, they not decreaſe: 
But atwayes are poſſeſt with io,. 
with quiet reſt, and endleſſe peace, - - 
Theſe thinges are euer longed fo;, 
they hated, noꝛ once lothed be: 
And who thele ritehes hath obtainde, 
a happy man no doubt is hs. 
Muhich ſhall not loſe theſe beneſites, 
that earneſt was them to deſire: 
He neuer them againe foꝛgoes, 
that thus in faith he did require. 


F I NI 8. 16. Cap. | 


© 2) 
* 


4 Ofthe benefite of God his promiſer. 
» . 1 N 17. Cap. 


aht highlie theretoꝛe is our God, - 
in thele his pꝛomiſes ſo pure 


Rage 


Foz 


to the loue of God. « 


Foz to beloude who hath vs bight,, - 
that greater thinges he will pzocure ,. 
Foz he hath pꝛomiſt reſt frompaine , 
from thzalvome liberty tu giue: 
Securitie , that we from feare . | 
and ſoztowe, ſhall in ſafety line. 
And reſurreaton from the dead, 
and after that our bodies are, 
Riylde vp againe to perfect bliſſe, 
which without ende he did pzepare: 
And final lie, dis pꝛomiſe pak, 
of it we may dur ſelues : 
That he wonld giue him ſelfe fo: vs, 
this othe he to our Fathers made. 
Great are the pꝛomiſes of God, 
he wyll of vs be loude foz thele: 
And in this ſozt it doth behoue, 2 
that we the Loꝛd our God do plraſe. 
But if thou wilt deſire to knowe, 
in what ſoꝛt it behoueth s? 
To lone thy God euen vehementlie, 
with derpe deſire, J aunſwere thus, 
Me crane his pꝛomiſe to perſoꝛme, 
in this our laue required is: 
And-dnetie-doth vs ſo perſwade, 
Let vs not then our dueties miſſe, - 
Bow ener we deſire the ſame, 


his gratious pzomile, truely we, 
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Gods pꝛomties fo2 to expeit, 


0 


Han Introduction 
0 often nag veſyze th e 2:07, 
as it deſired ought to be. 1 5 
And he that pzofitefhurlane , Ts, 

let him inne the lame there: 
Haue care that lwue may ſtyi{ increaſe . 
that thou mayſt laue thy God the more. 
The earneſt longing after God, | 
it hath no meane in ſome reſpec -- 
Fo2 who that thinkes it doth ercede , : 
darth al his duetie much negled. q 
And where as in all other things, 
Jmpatieticiets euer blamde: 
But pſe it to this ende, and it 2 
thy cammendat ions great hath framde. 
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that ia ta haut. and him poſſeſe:  _ - 
The moꝛe he doth his pꝛapſe 8 
aud he cammended is no leſſe. 
The moze a manour Gen auth lauf, 2 
the moꝛe he after him dat haſte: 
Impatientlie vere and tanſient, ven? out 
tyll be with him his fnule hath platte. 
Theſe pꝛeciuus Joelles inthis um | 
are p:zomiſed; had and emodyde: _- -- 
Euen in the beauenlie Pallace, when-- R 
this earthlie manſion is drſtroyde. 
And therfo2e-of that god, which is 
cherle ol all gadneſle, what it is: 1 


Sh, gustineg 


to the loue of God. 
And howe it is, halbe veclarde, . 
tbe eren owes, fit this, 
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[Ct vs therefo:e our mindes adnante, 
ſo farre as God aſſiltes the ſame: 

Dur vnderffanding eke pꝛepare, 
that we dur iudgements ri, 

How great ved more 
and iope bnfo 

Pꝛepared foz the 

that in bis 

Which is to lap, ne 
but fotteraigne g 


| dne we do diſtinct in perſons thꝛer: 
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St. Au Sus ti.! 18 
In Introduction 
j ; This god is God, the Father great, 


his woe likewiſe, | onely ſonne: 
This is that one and common loue, 


which we haue in the Father wonne , 
Namelie,that bleſſed ſpirite of lyfe, 1 


the Father and the Sonne in dede: 
By equall poꝛcions this from _— , 
none doth ilſue and pꝛocede. 

per⸗ That which in euerie one of theſe, 


The Father Scone holic Ghoſt, 
one onely God in Trinitie. 
The ſoueraigne vnitis of theſe, 
ietie of God declares? 
Not altred, multiplied, increaſt, 
. conſiſt in equall ares 
l onely one thing nerdefull iss, 


th al Lin one, and one in all: nn 
CUhich onelie god is in it ſelfe, , 
and we this onely gad do call. 
If euerie ſeuerall g be god, Tot aye]! 
"that beere among  vgdoth remaine: 
Pot pleaſaunt is that gd which bath,» -; 
all fn it ra dear 
Not ſuch as we in creatures finde, || | 
eee el 
exce a DI, A. EIN 
no difference is ixta in this. Th LM 
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to the loue of God. 
Fo2 lyfe was firſt created god, $2 
bow gad ts then that lyfe, which did 
Create the ſame befoze it was, 
it in obſcuritie was hid? 
If health. be god, which we entoye, _ 
howe god is that which gaue the ſame? f 
Il Miſedome amiable be, 
how faire is ; which wzought the frame. 
If our delightes ſo diuers be, - -- | 
and pleaſures paſſing manifolde$ ; 
Pow Delecable,be that doth, ' 
the ſumofallour Pleaſures holde? . 
Bob happy is that Soule which maß; 
even all this god at pleaſure baue # - 
| What ſhall be miſſe oꝛ want, that hath 
moꝛe in this god, then he can crauc? 
a lackes he not, that lacketh this? 
that hath, hath all in dade: 


at any time do hap to nde 
And that ſo paſſing excellent: 

as the eye of man hath neuer ſene: | 
Noz eare hath heard,noz yet conceyue, 

within the beart of man hath bene, 
hy wander we and range about, 
and th2ough ſo many things do trace: 
Foꝛ ſoule and body godes to get. 

which rolbeth in, this onely * 1 [| 
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St. Zugustine 


An Introduction 
Let bs this our God rather lone, 
in whome is all the godes that is! 
And that ſhalbe inough fo; vs, 
we ſure ſufficient ſhall not mille. 
We ſhall no further nede to ſceke, 
but foꝛ fo take that ſimple god: 
(Simple) is onelieſelfe to be, 
aͤnd ſo ok vs is vnderſtode. & 
What doſt thou then deſire my ſoule? 
what is if that my minde doth mone? 
Mithin this god is all confrinde, 
that comes from God the Loꝛd abone , 
Lo ſpeake therefoꝛe of all the godes, 
his heauenly kingdome doth container: 
No man that's cloathed in his fleſhe, 
the ſame ts able to explaine. hy 
All Fame, that kingdome doth ercell, 
ſurmounteth cunning,p2zayſe and fill: 
It ropall is, and glo2ious e,. 
acco2ding to Gods holie will. 
Tis full of lyght, of charitie, 
or patience, and of endleſſe peace: 
Df wozlhip,glozie,andrenowne , 
all pleaſures there, do ſtyll increaſe. 
Delight, and euerlaſting iope, 
perpetuall eke in bliſfulneſſe; 
Repleniſhed with all the god, 
that beart can thinke, oz tongue erp? 3 
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- no2 meaſured by the wit or man: 


to the loue of God. 
It can not compꝛehended be, 


Why ſhould our ſilence this conceale, 
but peelde it all the pꝛapſe we can? 
Becauſe we can not as we would, 
God is vnſpeakeable we knowe: | 
And ſo belcue, and ſhould we not, 
abꝛoade his power and mercie ſhowee 
Should we not euerlaſting life, 
which God to vs by pꝛomiſe plight: 
None otherwiſe beleue,but as 
we finde it w2itten to our ſight? 
His pꝛomiſe made to vs is ſealde, 
of laſting loue in greater ſoꝛt: 
Then eyther can the tongue declare, 
o2 elſe the Pen foz frueth repoꝛt. 
The heart much maze can compzehend, 
it is of moze capacitie: 
And pet it can not ſound the depth, 
of his great power and Maieſtie. | 
The iopes and glozie of the life, 1 
(to come) thereſoꝛe belene we mut: | 
Foz euerlaſting in it ſelfe, | 
it is, and ſo ſhould be diſcuſt. 
It euerlaſting, happv is, 
and doth containe tranquilitie: 
All pleaſauntneſſe moſt peaceable , "y 
and gur aſſurde * FRE 
Cl | 
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St. Augustine 
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An Introduction 


This perfect loue, no dꝛead, no feare, 
no want of day, no doubt of night: 
But cherrefull motions, and one ſpꝛite, 
amongſt vs all, euen in the ſight 
Df God there to abyde in iope, — 
among his Saintes, and Angelles allt | 
Bꝛight ſhining in the righteouſneſſe 
of Chziſt, which hath redeemde our hall. 
Euen where ſaluation doth abound: - 
whore truth doth raigne, where no deceit 
Js v(led, bet wirt man and man. 
where is no meaſure falſe no2 weight is 
No happy man can thente be caſt, 
noꝛ may from therice exiled be:: 
No wicked wzetch, map there be plaſt, 
no2 once adnaunlt to that degree. 
There is the life contemplative 92929 ; 
which fruitfall Faith, who doth atfaine; 
Shall like the blifull ſpirites be made, 
with God in kingdome his to taigne. 187} 
Fo2 what they hans beleued here, 
there ſhall they it beholde and ſe: 
The ſubſtaunce of they Creato, 
in whome all god thinges perfect ber. 


.. With innocent, and humble epes, -- -- --. : 
with harts moſt pure, they ſhall reioyce: 

And triumphe in this happineſſe, , 
1 which in God they made their chopee. 
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to the loue of God, 


And doing thus,poſſefſe the lone, 
ol God our euerlaſting Lozd: 
In charitie together they, 
with vnitie and ſweefe concoꝛd 
Do liue, and pozcion lyke receiue, 
the pꝛiuiledge of heauenlie place: 
Like Cittizens enfraunchized, 
they all enioy the God ol grace, 
There ſhall ſuch toy and gladneſſe be, 
ſuch beauentie ſollace — abound: 


Unto the dt fff fame, * 
inceſlauntlie they ſhall ſing pꝛayſe: 
Without all Rinde of irkſomneſle , 


peelde lade and thanks to him alwayes, 
The hearts of eutrie creature there, 
ſhall laye abzoade and opened bee: 
As heere we cozpozall thinges beholde, 
| and with our epes the fame do ſe, 
Pens conſcientes id perfect are, 8 
ſo pure and cfeane withont all blame: 
That foꝛ they; fozmer fowle otfente, 
they neede not nowe to bluſhe fo2 ſhame, 
Ho inne, noꝛ ſinner, ſhall be there, 
of power they are dep2inde therefoze: 
That meanes is taken from all men, 
they tall befare to finneno moꝛe. 
G. iii. 9 
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St. Zugustine 
An Introductipn 


Heither ll they, which per kecie rm Fei 777 
are bleſt, be ignozaunt of this: 


Dfany ſecrete myſterice 
the ſame · to knowe they ſhall not 1 
Fo: they ſhall him beholde, which Wide 
the Authoz of all ſecretes biene: 
And they ſhall ſe him late to fate, 
euen lo as they ol him are ſeene. 7} 
Foz then ſhall all mankinde be made, 
ſo abſolute,and.perfec pure: 
Jt thencefw2th neuer rnd chaungd, 
but ſo foꝛ euer ſhall end 
And of that ſubſtaunte allen 
althaugh  tranfounpe-gnd alas. 
Into his mightie maker, and | 
in him malt bleGenlie gby de. THERE 
And all the gods which in einde, 
diſſigured by our filthy ſin 
Shalbe in tee againe, 5 
in happy ſtate, and ſtay ere ; 
Chat is, our vaderltandi Wall. tete 
withaut all erroꝛ perten 
Without obliyiqn.in that place, 
allured is our memoꝛie. 
Thbougbtes without wandering l 
Charttie,voide of fained lente: 
Health without ſickneſſe, Seeta 
not vnto anꝑ mae offence; :1; 
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to the loue of add. 


e rale 2 
Aife, without death, Agilifis:: . 
Mithont impediment is there s:::1. 
where ſaletie ſvts in eche de., 
Foz whatſgener in this lee, 
| the violaiceafBcaftes,o2: yage 3... 
O what miſfoztnne did impapꝛe, 
oʒ what thy ſickneſle did aſſwage. 
KWhat.crueltie had waſted, oz 
: Come fowle diſeaſe had putrifide: 
1 D2 age, by naturecombozſame, 
bad ther benumde, oz ſtrength denids. 
Shall all againe, be freſhe reſtozde, 
ee. — e: 
you # we Led pd 
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— bathe together be endude, 
with grace and timmozfalitie, 
And therefoꝛe wholoeuer, that 

in bliſfull ſtate poſſeſſed is; 
Shall by · no biſtaunte of the the place. 


f 
a6 —— 


noz meanes of any other kinde: 


k 5 > = 2 
2 — OS 2 — 8 — K. - —# 2 
ENS EE re or 
. > x * „ = Wt A 
7 1 p Fa FT we — | 


—— - No — 
— * my 


A. 
0 12 
* 
1 
114 
G 


— * 
— 


* * 
* —— - 
—— _— 


© - _ 
N — — 
* 


St. Augustine 


An Introduction 


which in the Loꝛde we hope fo finds. 


This graunt vs foz thy mercie ſake, | --- 


thꝛough ſulnelle of thy glozie great: 
Our ſinful! ſoules from hence do take, 
and * them on a g 
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Ones ſeperate us from this Im Rö 
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A verie fruit 1 Pra yer 


to God the Father, for the obta yning 
of theſe benefites, promiſed in this 
Booke, and neceſſarie to be 
vſed at all tymes. 


M2t holie Lozd, the God of the ſpirifes 
1.” © of allfleſhe , we gine vnto thee moſt 

humble thankes , fo2 all thy godnefſe to⸗ 
wardes vs, Which thou haſt found in thy 
ſelfe befo2e the beginning of the wozld, and 
haſt declared vnto vs from tyme to tyme, 
$ acknowledging our ſelues to be farre leſſe, 
then the leaſf of thy mercies . Thou arte 
perfect in thy felfe, and haſt no neve of any 
thing: but it hath pleaſed the to create all 
theſe thinges, wherein thy glozie doth ap- 
peare as Angelles and men , and all things 
elſe foz them, that them ſelues mi t know 
that they are created onelie fo2 thee : not 
that any thing by them , could be added vn⸗ 
to ther, but that thy glozie which is perfect 
in it ſelfe, might be ſcene in them, and they 
alſo be made pertakers of that happineſſe, 
Which is with ther, the which thou paſt gi- | 
nen vs in thy beloued. 
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A fruitfull Prayer, 


In whome alſo thou haſt choſen bs befo2g 
all woꝛlds, fo2 ſo thy wiſedome hath apoin⸗ 
ted if, that we ſhould paſſe though a wozld 
+ andſacome vnto the, and ſee thy gloꝛp, and 
the ritches of thy mercie, and that pleaſure 
which is with thee foz euer. And fo 
this ende haſt thou giuen vs thy moſt holis 
woꝛde, and thy land ifping ſpirile to attend 
there vpon: wherby thy ele childꝛen might 
be refo2med vnto ther. Holy Father, who 
is able to compꝛehend this thy great wozks 
of our ſaluation in Jeſus Chꝛiſte: but thing 
one wiledome which is infinite ? as the 
mercie is, all godneſſe, mercie and trueth 
come from thee, and ende in the: but the e⸗ 

uill ⁊ cozruption which befalleth thy Creas 
tures commeth of them ſelues , Notwithe 
ſtanding , this alſo thou turneſt to god, foz 
euen the Wicked thou ſaffereſt foz a tyme, 
thatat the length thy iuſtice might be ſeene 
in them: but to thy chyldꝛen thou oꝛdaineſt 
all thinges to the beſt, faz euen the puniſh⸗ 
mentes foz they2 ſinnes, and the afflicions 
of this life, thou haſt appointed foz-god:thaf 
by thy iuſtice, thy mercie might moze aps 
peare,and their own happineſle which thog 
halt pꝛepared foꝛ them, in moze glozy might 
be reuealed , *. neee 


A fruitfull Prayer. "9 


them from thee foz a tyme in this lyfe , that 
in the lyfe to come they may know the bet- 
ter, what it is to enioy thy pꝛeſence. Thon 
halt made them bere moztal, that they may 
then perceyne , what it is to be immoztall 
with ther, thou giueſt them oner ſome time 
to their owne ſinne , that they may knowe 
how much better it is to be holy with the in 
thy kingdom thou makeſt them taſte of the 
afflictions of this woꝛld, that they may fele 
in them, howe great thy gloꝛie rs, and to be 
happye and-bleſſed , with thy: everlaſting 
godneſſe , Lo2d , in thy great power haſt 
thou created all thinges , and oꝛdereſt them 
in thy wiſevome , pꝛeſerueſt them in thy 
godneſſe, and haſt red&med vs in thy mers 
tie to thy ſclfe , in thy beloued : but thou 
knoweſt this vaine and coꝛrupte nature, 
which is fallen from the , and can not ple 
againe vnto thee , except it be dzawne by 
thee . Do away our ſinnes, O Lozd, and |! 
that we may walke befoze thee, as becom- 
meth thy chylozen , and knowe and fele 
in derde, that there is no pleaſure no; com⸗ 
fo:tof it ſelſe, tmtheſe thinges which are 
moꝛtall of them ſelues, but onely in the the 
euerlaſting godneſle in all thinges elſe Ae 
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— St. Augustine 
unfull Prayer. 
the& and foꝛ the . Jnereaſe our faith, that 


we may walke befoze the in'obedience of. 
faith : gine vs alſo thoſe things which they 
knoweſt god and tent foz vs, in this 
moꝛtall life: that wee may vſe them to thy | 
glozie , and to the comfo2t of our ſclues and 
others, whome thou haff commaunded vs 
to lone in the, that thou being our lyfe , in 
this life, and in the life to come, we ma 
-- entoy the pꝛeſence of thy Maieſtie, 

and gloziſie thy holie name foz 

euer, among thy elect people, 

and bleſſed Angelles, 

Amen. 


FINIS. 


ip Imprinted at London by | 
Thomas Purfoote, and are to be ſolde at 
his ſhop without Newgate, ouer a-. 
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